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Celebrating Citrus and aG at FGCu

see page five



Gulf Citrus Growers association Elects 2017-2018 officers

2

continued on page seven

association Holds 31st annual Meeting

At its 31st annual meeting on June 7th, 
2017 at the Verandah Country Club in Ft. 
Myers, the Gulf Citrus Growers Asso-
ciation (GCGA) elected its officers to serve 
the organization for the 2017-2018 season.  
Elected to lead the regional citrus associa-
tion are the following:

President 
Ron Mahan 
Tamiami Citrus, LP
Vice President 
Danny Sutton 
Alico, Inc.
Secretary 
Wayne Simmons 
LaBelle Fruit Co. LLC
Treasurer 
Rob Atchley 
A. Duda & Sons, Inc. 

Ron Mahan of Tamiami Citrus, LP was 
elected president for the coming year.  
Mahan is the Chief Financial Officer for 
Tamiami Citrus, LP, a 5000 acre grove 
development company with groves in 
Southwest Florida. With over 30 years of 

experience in the citrus and agricultural 
industries, Mahan is leading his company’s 
efforts to develop citrus groves using the 
latest in variety research, grove design and 

management technology. He earned his 
bachelor of science and master of science 
degrees in Agriculture, Food & Resource 
Economics from the University of Florida. 

Gulf Citrus 2017-2018 officers
Seated: Rob Atchley, Treasurer and Ron Mahan, President

Standing: Danny Sutton, Vice President and Wayne Simmons, Secretary.
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The Gulf Citrus Growers Association 
held its 31st Annual Meeting at the Veran-
dah Country Club in Ft. Myers on June 7, 
2017.

GCGA President Bob Newsome pre-
sided over the session and he expressed 
his thanks for the many leaders and 
elected officials and federal and state 
agencies that are working with the in-
dustry to address the citrus “greening” 

disease. He also reflected on the pro-
gressive efforts underway to sustain the  
industry, noting the many individuals that 
are engaged and the technologies being 
tested in these efforts. “We are still in our 
battle with citrus ‘greening’, and change 
is an everyday occurrence. Rootstocks are 
changing! Variety selections are changing! 
Do we plant Hamlins or Early Valencias? 

Newsome Honored as  
GCGa President

Bob Newsome was thanked for serving 
as the association’s president for the 2016-
2017 year. He continues his many years 
of service on GCGA’s 2017-2018 board of 
directors.

FALL 2017

soud recognized for  
Years of service

Carey Soud served on the GCGA board of 
directors for many years including serving 
as president from 2009-2011. Ron Hamel, 
the association’s executive vice president 
thanks Soud for his continual support.



Florida’s Gulf Citrus
Production region
The Gulf Citrus Growers Association represents 
thousands of acres of citrus groves in Southwest 
Florida’s “Gulf” region, which is officially 
designated as a production region in state statutes. 
The region accounts for over 25% of Florida’s total 
citrus fruit production, and generates nearly $1-billion 
of total economic impact!

Gulf Citrus Growers association Elects New directors
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Committee Chairs 
appointed to serve 

for 2017-2018 season
GCGA President Ron Mahan  

appointed the following leaders to 
chair the association’s operating 
committees for the coming year.
Please contact these volunteers 

for updates and information relat-
ed to their respective committees.

Governmental affairs 
Mark Wheeler
Work Force 
Paul Meador

long range Policy & Planning
Wayne Simmons

research and Production 
Joby Sherrod

tax 
Cliff Bowen

2017-2018 Gulf Citrus Growers association Board of directors
Standing, left to right: Dale Johnson; Joe Hilliard II; Wayne Simmons and Ron Hamel. Seated, left to right: Rob Atchley; Ron Mahan and 
Danny Sutton. Board members absent from photograph are: Lee Jones; Tom Kirschner; Bob Newsome; Julie Paul Obney; Dan Pool, Jr.; 
Aaron Troyer and David Wheeler.

lee County
Aaron Troyer
Troyer Brothers, Inc.

Collier County
Tom Kirschner
Cooperative Producers, Inc
Ron Mahan
Tamiami Citrus, LP
Bob Newsome
Barron Collier Partnership

GCGa 2017-2018 Board of directors
Hendry County
Rob Atchley 
A. Duda & Sons, Inc.
Joe Hilliard II 
Hilliard Brothers  
of Florida, LTD
Lee Jones 
Gardinier Florida Citrus
Wayne Simmons 
LaBelle Fruit Co. LLC
Danny Sutton 
Alico, Inc.

Glades County
David Wheeler
Wheeler Farms, Inc.
at-large 
Dale Johnson 
JEBCO Citrus
Julie Paul Obney 
John R. Paul, Jr. 
Family Partnership
Dan Pool, Jr. 
Custom Citrus Care

At its 31st annual meeting on June 7, 2017 
at the Verandah Country Club in Ft. Myers, 
Florida, the Gulf Citrus Growers Associa-
tion “officially” seated its 2017-2018 board 
of directors for the coming season. The 
newly elected leadership will direct the as-
sociation as it works to represent the citrus 
growing industry in Southwest Florida’s 

“Gulf” region, including Charlotte, Collier, 
Glades, Hendry and Lee Counties.

The “Gulf Citrus” board of directors and 
the respective counties that each member 
represents are listed below. Each director 
has been elected to serve a one-year term.

GCGA board members are volunteers 
and work on behalf of the “Gulf” region’s 

citrus industry. Please support these leaders 
during the upcoming season. The associa-
tion’s board encourages suggestions as to 
how to improve the organization’s service 
to its members. Our leadership is always  
receptive to adding members to GCGA’s 
operating committees and encourages grow-
ers to volunteer to serve on committees.

Charlotte Glades

Lee

Collier

Fort
Myers

Clewiston

Immokalee

LaBelle

Hendry

FALL 2017
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Hurricane irMa slams “Gulf” & “Heartland” Citrus

The most devastating hurricane to pound 
Florida’s midsection… Irma…took nearly 
all the 2017-18 crop from “Gulf Citrus” 
groves in a few hours! According to Com-
missioner of Agriculture Adam Putnam 
southwest Florida’s “Gulf” region was the 
hardest hit by the vast storm. He estimated 
that growers lost upwards of 80-90 percent 
of this season’s crop.

Photos in the “Gulf” region document 
the devastation that is being communicated 
to governmental leaders and agencies in 
efforts to garner emergency disaster relief.

On September 18th, agricultural leaders 
from throughout Florida, including GCGA, 
met in Hendry County with U.S. Secretary 
of Agriculture Sonny Perdue, Senator 
Marco Rubio, Congressman Mario Diaz-
Balart, Congressman Tom Rooney, Com-
missioner Adam Putnam and State Senator 
Denise Grimsley, to discuss the devastation 
and plead for expedited state and federal di-
saster assistance. By helicopter, leaders got 
a bird’s eye view of the storm’s vast impacts 
to the state’s agriculture. Although nearly 
all the state’s agricultural commodities 
were severely impacted by Irma, Florida’s 
citrus industry took the greatest hit.

John Barben, FCM president, and Ellis 
Hunt, chairman of the Florida Citrus Com-
mission, delivered “citrus” impact state-

ments at the session. Noting that the indus-
try has spent the last decade battling HLB, 
the citrus leaders pleaded for immediate 
“extra-special” disaster relief to sustain 
citrus producers who have been struggling 
with “greening” before Irma slammed into 
groves from south to north. 

Secretary Perdue, following reports 
from all sectors, said, “If I know anybody 
can come back…it’s farmers. Things like 
this knock you down, but you don’t stay 
down,” he said. Referencing his recent 
visit to SW Florida’s groves in mid-August, 
Perdue added, “I’m always impressed with 
the optimism of this industry…you take 
canker, greening and hurricanes…and you 
still bounce back. I just want to commit to 
you…that we’ll do everything under the 
law and within our administrative power to 
help you guys out.”

At the September 20th session of the 
Florida Citrus Commission, Commissioner 
Putnam reaffirmed the devastating impact 
of Hurricane Irma. He told commissioners 
and industry leaders that Florida’s citrus 
industry needs to be unified in its efforts to 
gain state and federal disaster relief. Noting 
that the federal rules have changed since 
the industry’s last dealings with hurricanes, 
Putnam explained that it is going to take an 
act of Congress to gain financial assistance. 

“Secretary Perdue’s office does not have 
the same flexibility as in the past,” he said. 
“We’re going to have to devise a new strat-
egy that will allow growers to get the help 
they need…as quickly as possible…to be 
able to rebuild. And, we need total industry 
unity to accomplish this.” he added.

GCGA leaders have been in constant 
contact with FCM, the FDOC, FDACS and 
members of Congress, including Senators 
Nelson and Rubio. GCGA is facilitating 
the collection of details, including crop and 
tree losses, for inclusion in the industry’s 
assessment of Irma’s impact. The unified 
strategy is to gather the statewide economic 
impact information and move forward to 
get disaster assistance as fast as possible.

The association has also been dealing 
with many media calls, at all levels.

“It is truly ‘heartbreaking’ and ‘trouble-
some’ to see and hear of such devastation 
to our citrus growers and their groves,” 
said GCGA vice president Ron Hamel.  
“GCGA’s leaders will be actively engaged 
in the industry’s efforts to garner relief 
funding to assist growers. We thank Secre-
tary Perdue, Senator Rubio, Congressmen 
Diaz-Balart and Rooney and especially 
Commissioner Putnam for their leadership 
and support in these collaborative efforts.”

National leaders discuss Hurricane irma’s impact on Florida’s Citrus, agriculture
Left to Right: Congressman Diaz-Balart, Commissioner Putnam, Secretary Perdue, Senator Rubio and Congressman Rooney meet 
with Florida’s AG leaders on September 18th in Hendry County.
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Platinum sponsors
Farm Credit of Florida F First Bank F Florida Citrus Mutual

Florida Department of Citrus
Florida Gulf Coast University, Lutgert College of Business

Lipman F Southern Gardens Citrus
Gold sponsors

Barron Collier Companies F Ben Hill Griffin, Inc. – Griffin Fertilizer Co.
Chemical Dynamics F Consolidated Citrus, LP F Cutrale Citrus Juices USA, Inc.
DUDA F Florida’s Natural Growers F Howard Fertilizer & Chemical Company

Peace River Citrus Products, Inc. F Prudential Agricultural Investments
Stallings Crop Insurance F Syngenta Crop Protection F Triangle Chemical Company

silver sponsors
Ag Tronix, Inc. F Aglime Sales, Inc. F Agricultural Risk Management, LLC

AgroSource, Inc. F Bayer CropScience F BASF Corporation
Brandt Consolidated, Inc. F Central Life Sciences F Certis USA

Chemical Containers, Inc. F Diamond R Fertilizer Co., Inc. F DuPont Crop Protection
Edison National Bank F Everglades Farm Equipment

Everglades Harvesting & Hauling, Inc. F Florida Farm Bureau Federation
Florida Grower Magazine F Florida Southwestern State College F Florikan

FMC Corporation F Gardinier Florida Citrus F GOWAN USA
Harrell’s Fertilizer F Helena Chemical Company F Himrod Citrus Nursery F JBT
Land Solutions, Inc. F Lee County Electric Cooperative F Live Oak Analytics, LLC

Lutgert Insurance F Magna Bon, II F Maxijet, Inc.
Morgan Stanley – Johnson Tamney Group F Nufarm Americas, Inc.

Oakley Groves, Inc. F Pacific Tomato Growers, Ltd F Plant Food Systems, Inc.
Sunniland Family, LP F Tamiami Citrus, LP F Timac Agro USA F Time Portal, LLC

TriEst Irrigation F Tropicana Products F Valent USA, LLC
Wallace International Trucks F Wedgworth’s, Inc. F Wilbur Smith Law Firm

Yara North America, Inc. F Zaxby’s

The Gulf Citrus Growers Association 
hosted its ‘BIGGEST” and most enthusias-
tic “CELEBRATION” event ever the eve-
ning of August 16th at the Alico Arena at 
Florida Gulf Coast University! Nearly 500 

its workforce, and that workable solutions 
for a legal agricultural workforce are being 
developed.

In closing, Perdue reminded the audi-
ence that he grew up on a farm. And, that 

to me…but it is a mission. Thank you for 
asking me to speak to you,” said Perdue.

FGCU President Mike Martin gave his 
“first” major public address since becom-
ing the university’s fourth president in July, 
and shared his “vision” regarding its inter-
face with the region’s agricultural commu-
nity. Reminding the audience that he served 
as UF/IFAS vice president for agriculture 
and natural resources from 1998-2004, Dr. 
Martin reiterated his strong interest in and 
support for agriculture. “My intention is to 
make FGCU an institution that serves ag-
riculture,” he said. “Governors, legislators 
and commissioners and other leaders say 
that they really want to build a ‘high-tech’ 
industry. What’s fascinating…is that there 
is no more ‘high-tech’ industry than agri-
culture. The biotechnology taking place 
there is astounding, and now with the con-
fluence of other technologies…this is the 
highest-tech industry you’re likely to see 
anywhere,” said Martin. He added, “One of 
the things we’re going to do at FGCU…is 
begin to develop some programs in concert 
with IFAS, and in concert with other part-
ners in the region to give every student a 
chance at a career in a powerful, interesting 
and progressive industry.” 

attendees “celebrated” Florida’s “citrus” 
and “agriculture” including U.S. Secretary 
of Agriculture Sonny Perdue, Florida Con-
gressman Tom Rooney, Florida Commis-
sioner of Agriculture Adam Putnam and Ft. 
Myers Mayor Randy Henderson. The event 
served as FGCU President Mike Martin’s 
“first” major public address.

Serving as “co-hosts” with GCGA for 
the “Celebration” were Florida Citrus Mu-
tual, Florida Gulf Coast University and the 
University of Florida, IFAS.

Commissioner Adam Putnam served as 
the master of ceremonies and Secretary 
Perdue and President Martin delivered 
keynote remarks.

“You’ve got a fight on your hands with 
greening,’” noted Perdue. “I’ve gotten a 
strong sense of the dedication, innovation 
and determination you are bringing to the 
fight,” he said, following a day touring SW 
Florida groves and meeting with growers. 
“We are in this fight with you.… and we 
are committed to seeing results,” Perdue 
added. “I know the impact that HLB has 
had on citrus production. However, I am an 
optimistic guy. We are focused on solving 
the HLB problem. And, we will solve it,” 
Perdue said.

He also touched on the issues of trade, 
the Farm Bill and AG labor. He reported 
that he recently created the office of 
Undersecretary for Trade and Foreign 
Agricultural Affairs, in efforts to expand 
the markets for American AG products, 
including markets for Florida orange juice. 
Regarding the Farm Bill, he noted his sup-
port to enhance funding for specialty crops, 
including citrus, and the continued needs 
of the citrus industry. Secretary Perdue 
reported that President Trump is aware of 
the unique needs of agriculture regarding 

he knows both the devastation of a major 
crop loss, as well as the exhilaration of 
a great crop. “Many citrus diseases, es-
pecially ‘greening’ can be devastating…
but they are not defeating. Your ability 
to adapt, to innovate and to embrace the 
future…greatly improves your prospects. 
Florida citrus will thrive for decades to 
come. I am honored to serve as your Sec-
retary of Agriculture. This is not just a job 



21st GCGa “Gulf Classic” at Verandah
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Team with “Lowest Net” sponsored by G.P. Solutions

Team with “Lowest Gross” sponsored by Wedgworth’s, Inc.

Bruce Goodwin Wins $1,0000 Cash!

Beverage sponsors 
Agro Source, Inc.
Everglades Harvesting & 
Hauling, Inc.
G.P. Solutions, LLC
Helena Chemical Company
Steele Truck Center, Inc.
orange Juice  sponsor
Tropicana
Breakfast sponsor
Florida Department of Citrus
Hospitality sponsors
Helena Chemical Company
Port Consolidated Oil
Syngenta Crop Protection
luncheon sponsor
Crop Production Services

individual Cooler sponsor
Farm Credit of Florida
Koozie sponsor
Helena Chemical Company
Visor sponsor
Bayer CropScience
Photography sponsor
Stallings Crop Insurance
Hole in one sponsor
Florida Coast Equipment
Closest to the Pin sponsors
Everglades Farm Equipment
Gulf Citrus Growers Association
Most accurate drive sponsor
Valent USA LLC
longest Putt sponsor
Insurance Office of America

longest drive sponsors
Gulf Citrus Growers 
Association
Prudential Ag Investments
raffle Prize sponsors
Agricultural Risk Management
Ag-Tronix, Inc.
Beef O’Brady’s – Verandah
On Point Ag
Wheeler Brothers, Inc.
tee / Green sponsors
Aglime Sales Inc.
AgroSource, Inc.
Ag-Tronix, Inc.
Brandt Consolidated
Central Life Sciences
Chemical Containers, Inc.
Contract Citrus Care, Inc.

Creel Tractor Company
D&K Harvesting, Inc.
Duda 
Everglades Farm Equipment
First Bank
G.P. Solutions, LLC
Gowan Company
Gulf Citrus Harvesting & Hauling, Inc.
JBT 
KeyPlex
Old Florida Citrus
On Point Ag
Peace River Citrus Products
Prudential Ag Investments
Triangle Chemical
Wallace International Trucks
Wedgworth’s, Inc.
Wheeler Brothers, Inc.
Yara North America, Inc.

The Gulf Citrus Growers Association hosted the 21st  
Annual “Gulf Classic” May 12, 2017 at Verandah Country 
Club. Twenty-Four (24) teams competed in this year’s tour-
nament, reflecting continuous industry-wide support of this 
GCGA event.

The “Gulf Classic,” coordinated and directed through the 
association’s Associate Member Committee, is one of key 
“special events” which financially supports the organiza-
tion’s community and governmental relations programs in 
the region.

“Our association is truly thankful for the continual spon-
sorship and volunteer support of the ‘Gulf Classic’ by both 
grower and associate members,” said Ron Hamel, GCGA ex-
ecutive vice president. “The Associate Commit-
tee is to be commended, once again for putting 
on a first class event,” he added.

The 2017 “Gulf Classic” Tournament Com-
mittee included Josh Culpepper, Prudential 
Ag Investments, Chairman; Cathy Atchley, 
On Point Ag, Inc.; Gary Grant, Farm Credit 
of Florida; James Holland, Northwestern 
Mutual; Stacey Howell, Bayer CropScience; 
Sarah Markle, Valent USA LLC; Bo Meador, 
AgroSource, Inc.; Shane Miller, Rabo Ag-
riFinance; Alison Pool, Insurance Office of 
America (IOA); Bernadette Rashford, GCGA; 
and Wade Timpner, Southern Gardens Citrus.

This year’s “Gulf Classic” featured a $1,000 cash prize drawing for registered golfers, a 50-50 
putting contest, individual “special hole” prizes and team “awards” for the lowest gross score, 
lowest net score and blind draw.

The team with the “lowest net” score was sponsored by G.P. Solutions and included Mark 
White, Tim Curry, Lee Jones and Brent Sueppel.

This year’s team with the “lowest gross” score was from Wedgworth’s, Inc. and included 
Shawn Barley, Jay Bellflower, Darrin Sapp and Mike Moore. 

Winners of the individual awards were: Most Accurate Drive, Matt Arnold; Longest Drive, 
Marty Hall and MJ Wilson; Longest Putt, Mike Whitney; and Closest to the Pin, Bobby 
Barben. Miller Couse, Clay Timpner,  Robin Edwards, Ross Fleming and Todd Bolin 
won the putting contest, collecting $40 each and were also given a cooler tote donated by Rabo 
AgriFinance. 

Bruce Goodwin was the lucky winner of the “Gulf Classic’s” $1,000 cash prize for partici-
pating golfers. Ali Pool, Associate Committee Member, presented the “big bucks” to Bruce.

FALL 2017



“Grower Member” of GCGA. Mr. Rath, in 
accepting the award noted that the associa-
tion’s early efforts to establish an “identity” 
for the quality of the citrus grown in the 
“Gulf” region and promote it is responsible 
for building a worldwide “brand” for fruit 
grown in Southwest Florida. He thanked 
the leadership for this achievement.

James Holland, who chaired GCGA’s  
Associate Member Committee during 2015-
2016, was recognized for his leadership.

Recognized as “10-year” Associate 
Members were KeyPlex (Heath Prescott); 
Thomas R. Summersill, Inc. (Jeff Summer-
sill); and Wallace International Trucks, Inc. 
(Debbie Wallace-Gilkey, Randy Blakesley 
and Doug Pierce).

Recognized “20-year” Associate Mem-
bers were Gowan USA (Ken Muzyk for 
Bart Hoopingarner) and Valent USA (Sarah 
Markle).

Mike Sparks, executive vice president 
and CEO of Florida Citrus Mutual, updated 
the membership on the industry’s state and 
federal initiatives being advanced through 
“Mutual” working with the other state 
and regional citrus organizations, includ-
ing GCGA. Sparks noted the strong state 
and federal leadership and financial sup-
port that the industry is receiving for its 
battle against HLB. He noted that the multi-
million dollars being generated through 
grower, state and federal support, is unprec-
edented, and is being put to good use for 
research in the labs and groves throughout 
the state and around the world. Sparks told 
the attending media present, “Don’t write 
our obituary quite yet!”
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As we add new nutritional products to 
our production program…what can we 
remove?” asked Newsome. “Some of our 
local growers are suggesting that we no 
longer ‘grow’ citrus…we ‘farm’ citrus with 
the intensity of our friends in the vegetable 
industry,” he added.

Newsome gave needed thanks to the 
folks at UF/IFAS/SWFREC and the CREC 
for their cooperation and support through-
out these challenging times. “We look 
forward to continuing this partnership as 
a team effort is critical to our continuing 
success in the search for answers to HLB, 
as well as the other pests and disease we 
continue to battle.”

Newsome thanked the GCGA board and 
staff for their support during his term as 

association Holds 31st annual Meeting

continued from page two

Heller Bros. Packing Corp.  
receives 25-Year Honor!

Rob Rath represented Heller Bros. Packing 
Corp. in GCGA’s recognition of “grower 
members.” He thanked GCGA for putting 
the “Gulf” region on the worldwide map!

president.
Staff read into the record the “financial 

statement” as prepared by Boy, Miller, 
Kisker and Perry, CPAs, and reported that 
GCGA’s leadership continues to make the 
financial decisions necessary to keep the 
association active and viable.

Executive vice president/general man-
ager Ron Hamel, along with President Bob 
Newsome, recognized the association’s 
members and leaders for their support. 
Outgoing director, Carey Soud, was recog-
nized for many years of service as a board 
member, and for his leadership as vice-
president (2008-09) and as president from 
2009-2011.

Heller Bros. Packing Corp., represented 
by Rob Rath, was recognized as a 25-Year 

GCGA “thanks” 31st annual luncheon sponsors: Farm Credit of Florida F Florida Department of Citrus F GeoAg Solutions
Plant Food Systems F Southern Gardens Citrus F Syngenta Crop Protection

FALL 2017

Holland recognized as  
associate Chairman

GCGA president Bob Newsome presents 
the association’s “thank you” plaque to 
James Holland for his chairmanship of the 
Associate Committee for 2015-2016.
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GCGa scholarship Foundation Holds annual Meeting
The Gulf Citrus Growers Association’s 

Scholarship Foundation held its 17th  
Annual Meeting in conjunction with  
GCGA’s 31st Annual Meeting at the  
Verandah Country Club in Ft. Myers.

President Callie Walker called the meet-
ing to order at 11:00 a.m. and noted that 
several foundation leaders and members 
were present, and that the organization had 
a very positive year. She reported that dur-
ing the 2016-17 year, $5000 was awarded 
to six deserving students, bringing the 
foundation’s accrued total dollars given in 
scholarships to $98,000.

Students receiving GCGA scholar-
ships were Seth Joiner, Parker O’Bannon, 
Danielle Sprague, Iman Zekri, and David 
Wheeler, Jr. In addition, the foundation 
awarded its scholarship in conjunction 
with the SWFL Hispanic Chamber of 
Commerce to Turner Davis.

At its fall board meeting, the foundation 
re-elected Callie Walker, president; John 

The GCGA Scholarship 
Foundation would like to thank 

DUDA for its recent 
$5000 donation.

In a letter to DUDA’s corporate 
executive leadership, 

the foundation expressed its 
sincere thanks for that very 

generous contribution. 
It was the largest single check 

to be donated to the foundation.

duda donates $5000 
to Foundation

Hoffman, vice president and Joe English, 
secretary-treasurer. Norm Todd and David 
Wheeler also serve on the foundation’s 
board of directors.

Membership in the GCGA Scholarship 
Foundation, as well as contributions are 
welcome throughout the year. Please con-
tact the GCGA office for details.

Gulf Citrus Growers association 
scholarship Foundation’s
President Callie Walker
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