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Gulf Citrus Hosts 25th Celebration

GCGa Celebrates 30th anniversary

see page two

Photos provided by Ron O’Connor, Farm Credit.
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At its 30th annual meeting on June 1, 
2016 at the Verandah Country Club in Ft. 
Myers, Florida, the Gulf Citrus Growers 
Association (GCGA) seated its officers to 
serve the organization for the 2016-2017 
season. Elected to lead the regional citrus 
association are the following:

President 
Bob Newsome 
Barron Collier Partnership
Vice President 
Ron Mahan 
Tamiami Citrus LP
Secretary 
Danny Sutton 
Alico, Inc.
Treasurer 
Aaron Troyer 
Troyer Brothers, Inc.

Robert W. “Bob” Newsome is the general 
manager of the Agricultural Division of 
the Barron Collier Companies. He began 
his career with the company in 1982 as the 
assistant manager of the nursery operation, 
and in 1983 moved to the manager’s posi-
tion of the Silver Strand North citrus opera-
tion where his responsibilities included the 

planting and operation of this 4,300 acre 
grove. In 1987, he was promoted to the  
assistant general manager’s position, which 
entailed the management and oversight of 
the citrus and vegetable operations for the 
company. By 1991, the citrus management 
“team” had increased the citrus holdings 
to over 10,300 net planted acres. In 2011, 
he was promoted to his current position of 
general manager for the company’s agricul-
tural operations.

Newsome has been active in numerous 
agricultural and community organizations. 
He served on the Citrus Administrative 
Committee, and was past president of the 

Collier County Farm Bureau. He served as 
chairman of the Collier County Housing 
Authority and as a director of the Immo-
kalee Non-Profit Housing organization. He 
was appointed by the governor to the State 
Pesticide Review Committee, and has also 
served on various GCGA operating com-
mittees. He served as GCGA’s secretary 
during the 2015-16 year.

Newsome is a native of Immokalee and 
earned his bachelor’s degree from Florida 
Atlantic University in Boca Raton. He also 
earned an Executive MBA from Florida 
Gulf Coast University.

Gulf Citrus Growers association 2016-2017 officers
Left to Right: Bob Newsome, President; Ron Mahan, Vice President; Danny Sutton, Sec-
retary and Aaron Troyer, Treasurer.

continued on page eight

GCGa Celebrates 30th anniversary

The Gulf Citrus Growers Association’s 
30th Annual Meeting was held June 1, 
2016 at the Verandah Country Club in Ft. 
Myers, Florida. Several of the organiza-
tion’s “founding” members and leaders 
attended the 30th Anniversary celebration 
and were recognized for their foresight in 
forming and promoting “Gulf Citrus” to 
the region’s citrus growers, as well as to 
citrus and agricultural leaders throughout 
the state.

“We have a great legacy to uphold,” 
said GCGA President Wayne Simmons in 
referencing the efforts of the association’s 
“pioneer” founders, many of whom were 
in attendance. “Our organization has rep-
resented the region’s citrus growers...and 
actually all Southwest Florida’s agricultural 
industries on many ‘fronts’ over its 30-year 
history,” he added. “The relationships we 
have developed and cultivated over our 

GCGA “thanks” 30th annual luncheon sponsors: Citrus EXPO 2016; Farm Credit; 
GeoAg Solutions; Lutgert Insurance; Plant Food Systems; Southern Gardens Citrus 
and Syngenta Crop Protection.



Gulf Citrus Growers association Elects 2016-17 directors

3

Committee Chairs 
appointed to serve 

for 2016-2017 season
GCGA President Bob Newsome  

appointed the following leaders to 
chair the association’s operating 
committees for the coming year.
Please contact these volunteers 

for updates and information related 
to their respective committees.

associate Member 
Josh Culpepper

Governmental affairs 
Mark Wheeler
Work Force 
Paul Meador

long range Policy & Planning
Wayne Simmons

research and Production 
Joby Sherrod

tax 
Cliff Bowen

2016-2017 Gulf Citrus Growers association Board of directors
Standing, left to right: Joe Hilliard II; David Wheeler; Lee Jones; Danny Sutton and Ron Hamel. Seated, left to right: Ron Mahan, Bob 
Newsome, Carey Soud and Wayne Simmons. Board members absent from photograph are: Rob Atchley; Mike Murphy; Dan Pool, Jr. 
and Aaron Troyer.

lee County
Aaron Troyer
Troyer Brothers, Inc.

Collier County
Mike Murphy
Cooperative Producers, Inc.
Bob Newsome
Barron Collier Partnership
Danny Sutton 
Alico, Inc.

GCGa 2016-2017 Board of directors
Hendry County
Rob Atchley 
A. Duda & Sons, Inc.
Joe Hilliard II 
Hilliard Brothers  
of Florida, LTD
Lee Jones 
Gardinier Florida Citrus
Wayne Simmons 
LaBelle Fruit Co. LLC
Carey Soud 
Soud Family Partnership

Florida’s Gulf Citrus
Production region

Glades County
David Wheeler
Wheeler Farms, Inc.

Charlotte County
Vacant

at-large 
Ron Mahan 
Tamiami Citrus, LP
Dan Pool, Jr. 
Custom Citrus Care

The Gulf Citrus Growers Association represents 
thousands of acres of citrus groves in Southwest 
Florida’s “Gulf” region, which is officially 
designated as a production region in state statutes. 
The region accounts for over 25% of Florida’s total 
citrus fruit production, and generates nearly $1-billion 
of total economic impact!

Charlotte Glades

Lee

Collier

Fort
Myers

Clewiston

Immokalee

LaBelle

Hendry

At its 30th annual meeting on June 1, 
2016 at the Verandah Country Club in Ft. 
Myers, Florida, the Gulf Citrus Growers 
Association “officially” seated its 2016-
2017 board of directors for the coming 
season. The newly elected leadership 
will direct the association as it works to 
represent the citrus growing industry in 
Southwest Florida’s “Gulf” region, includ-

ing Charlotte, Collier, Glades, Hendry and 
Lee counties.

The “Gulf Citrus” board of directors and 
the respective counties that each member 
represents are listed below. Each director 
has been elected to serve a one-year term.

GCGA board members are volunteers 
and work on behalf of the “Gulf” region’s 
citrus industry. Please support these leaders 

during the upcoming season. The associa-
tion’s board encourages suggestions as to 
how to improve the organization’s service 
to its members. Our leadership is always  
receptive to adding members to GCGA’s  
operating committees and encourages grow-
ers to volunteer to serve on committees.
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Hendry County: Florida’s top Citrus Growing County
The USDA’s National Agricultural Sta-

tistics Service’s (NASS) 2015-2016 Citrus 
Summary released September 12th placed 
Hendry County at the top of Florida’s  
total citrus production for the year. Hendry 
County, at 14.28 million 90-pound boxes, 
produced more total citrus than any other 
county in the “Sunshine State” according to 
the report. Second to Hendry was DeSoto 
County with 12.77 million boxes. Polk 
County, the 2014-15 season’s top citrus 
producer, ranked third with 12.54 million 
boxes. Collier County ranked seventh, pro-
ducing 6.67 million. And Charlotte County 
came in tenth with 2.69 million boxes of 
total citrus production.

The 2015-2016 Citrus Summary also 

placed Hendry County number one in the 
production of oranges with 13.8 million 
boxes. DeSoto County was second with 
12.6 million. Polk County ranked third with 
11.6 million. Collier County with 6.4 mil-
lion boxes ranked sixth. Charlotte County 
was eighth with 2.4 million, and Lee Coun-
ty ranked tenth with 1.9 million boxes.

The USDA/NASS Commercial Citrus 
Inventory Preliminary Report, also released 
September 12th, listed Hendry County 
number one in total citrus trees (9.9 mil-
lion), and number three in total citrus acre-
age (63,291 acres). Polk County remained 
Florida’s top county for total citrus acreage 
(81,696) and number two in the number of 
trees (9.5 million). DeSoto County ranked 

number two in total citrus acreage (65,187) 
and number three in the number of trees 
(8.9 million). Other “Gulf Citrus” counties 
included in Florida’s top 10 in acreage and 
trees included Collier County which ranked 
sixth in trees (4.3 million) and eighth in 
acreage (30,410); Charlotte County was 
tenth in both trees (1.9 million) and acreage 
(13,213). 

The two USDA/NASS reports docu-
mented the continuing trend of Florida 
citrus production shifting to the state’s 
southern growing regions including the 
five “Gulf Citrus” counties. And, including 
the “Peace River” counties of DeSoto and 
Hardee, as well as Highlands County.

Following the 2015-16 season’s increas-
ing Asian citrus psyllid (ACP) population 
counts, the Gulf Citrus Growers Asso-
ciation is convening strategic planning 
sessions with the region’s key leaders to 
prepare for the coming season’s dormant 
sprays to “attack” the pesky insects.

GCGA’s Production and Research Com-
mittee chairman Joby Sherrod recently 
suggested that efforts should be made to 
reinvigorate the “Gulf” region’s initiatives 
to reduce ACP populations within each 
citrus health management area (CHMA) in 
the 5-county region. 

On September 21st Sherrod hosted the 
first strategy session which included Dr. 
Phil Stansly, UF/IFAS/SWFREC ento-
mologist and Paul Mears, FDACS/DPI 
veteran environmental supervisor. GCGA 
staff members Ron Hamel and Bernadette 
Rashford also participated in the meet-
ing. The group reviewed USDA/FDACS 
survey data on each “Gulf” CHMA from 
its beginning through its last survey cycle. 

That “review” identified consistent “hot 
spots” for ACPs within each CHMA, as 
well as follow-up tactics to better address 
these groves which have higher numbers 
of psyllids.

Following the “Gulf” CHMA survey 
data review process, the leaders focused on 
the “team captains” along with the growers 
and groves within each CHMA. GCGA 
staff was directed to contact each “team 
captain” to ascertain their willingness to 
continue to serve in that leadership position 
for the coming season, and to invite them 
to the next strategy session scheduled for 
October 19th at 10:00 a.m. at the SWFREC 
in Immokalee. 

Dr. Stansly and Mr. Mears will be “fine-
tuning” the survey data and updating the 
CHMA mapping to better focus on the “hot 
spots” within each “Gulf” CHMA for the 
October 19th “team captains” session. The 
aerial applicators who have been engaged 
in the regional dormant spray program will 
also be invited to participate in the meeting. 

GCGa’s CHMa’s leaders Preparing for aCP attacks!
Dr. Stansly recently reported during 

the 2016 Citrus EXPO that ACP numbers 
were higher across the state, including in 
the “Gulf” region, for the 2015-16 season. 
He speculated that the weather, including 
the higher temperatures and record rainfall, 
was a big problem. And, he suggested that 
some growers reduced ACP spraying costs 
in order to apply bactericides to their trees. 

In preparation for the 2016-17 ACP 
sprays, Stansly is reevaluating some tac-
tics used to reduce populations, including 
greater emphasis on spraying grove bor-
ders, and rotating materials.

Please plan to participate in the planning 
and implementation of GCGA’s 2016-17 
ACP population reduction efforts. The 
statistics show that the best way to control 
ACPs is by participating in the two “re-
gional” dormant spray periods when the 
psyllids are most vulnerable. The GCGA 
leadership encourages your interest and 
support during this year’s efforts.
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Platinum sponsors
AgNet Media F Farm Credit F Southern Gardens Citrus

Gold sponsors
Barron Collier Partnership F Chemical Dynamics, Inc.

Consolidated Citrus, LP F Cutrale Citrus Juices USA, Inc. F DUDA
First Bank F Florida’s Natural Growers F Peace River Citrus Products, Inc

Prudential Ag F Syngenta Crop Protection, Inc.
Triangle Chemical Company

silver sponsors
Aglime Sales, Inc. F Agri-Property Consultants, Inc.

Agricultural Risk Management, LLC F AgroSource, Inc. F Alico, Inc.
BASF Corporation F Bayer CropScience

Ben Hill Griffin, Inc. – Griffin Fertilizer Co. F Blacksmith BioScience
Brandt Consolidated, Inc. F Chemical Containers, Inc.

Crop Production Services F Diamond R. Fertilizer Co, Inc.
DuPont Crop Protection F Everglades Farm Equipment
Fletcher Flying Services, Inc. F Florida Citrus Mutual

Florida Grower Magazine F Florida Southwestern State College
FMC Corporation F Gardinier Florida Citrus F GOWAN USA

G.P. Solutions F Harrell’s Fertilizer F Helena Chemical Company F JBT
Magna-Bon II, LLC F Maxijet, Inc. F Morgan Stanley – Lakeland

Nufarm Americas Inc. F Oakley Groves, Inc.
Pacific Tomato Growers, Ltd. F Plant Food Systems F ProPak Software

Sun Harvest Citrus F The Andersons, Inc. F The Packers of Indian River, Ltd
Timac Agro F TriEst Irrigation F Tropicana Products, Inc.

Valent USA Corporation F Wedgworth’s, Inc.
Yara North America, Inc. F Zaxby’s F 

Gulf Citrus Hosts 25th annual “Citrus Celebration”
The 2016 Gulf Citrus Growers Associa-

tion “Citrus Celebration” dinner...marking 
the 25th year that GCGA has hosted this 
evening event in conjunction with Citrus 
EXPO, was an evening to remember! Over 
300 citrus growers, allied-industry mem-
bers, and local, state and national leaders 
truly “celebrated” Florida’s citrus industry.

In spite of the industry’s daunting and 
costly battle with citrus greening, positive 
messages from University of Florida Presi-
dent Dr. W. Kent Fuchs and Florida Com-
missioner of Agriculture Adam Putnam 
raised attendees’ spirits as they both noted 
the commitments of their two institutions 
to defeat the deadly bacterial disease.

GCGA President Bob Newsome intro-
duced Dr. Calvin Arnold, Director of the 
Southwest Florida Research and Education 
Center (SWFREC) as the event’s master 
of ceremonies. In his introductions, Dr. 
Arnold presented GCGA’s video featuring 
30-years of service to the citrus growers 
of Southwest Florida’s “Gulf” region, and 
noted that the organization is “celebrating” 
its thirtieth anniversary this year. 

Dr. Fuchs, in referencing the 2016 
Summer Olympics in Brazil at which UF  
athletes had won eight medals...said, “Here 
in sunny Florida, in the athletic power-
house that is UF, we grow athletes that 
shine in the summer sports...it’s what we 
do! I view citrus the same way...it’s what 
we do! It’s what we do as a state. It’s what 
you do in one of our most iconic profes-
sions. And, it’s what we do at the Univer-
sity of Florida as one of our major research  
interests.” “This evening...I reaffirm our 
commitment to you...that we will work tire-
lessly on behalf of citrus, on behalf of all 
of Florida agriculture, and the two million 
Floridians who make their living from the 
land,” Dr. Fuchs added.

Florida Commissioner of Agriculture 
Adam Putnam gave industry attendees a 
much needed “pep talk”! Recounting many 
of FDACS’ efforts to confront HLB, he 
reassured citrus growers that he and the 
department will use every tool available to 
get the state’s citrus industry through the 
challenges of citrus greening. “Together, 
the industry will overcome this disease just 
as it has freezes, hurricanes and other pests 
and diseases,” said Putnam.

Another highlight of the evening 
was recognition of Representative Matt 

Caldwell of House District #79. Ron Hamel,  
GCGA’s executive vice president noted 
Rep. Caldwell’s leadership in addressing 
the state’s, and our region’s water manage-
ment challenges. “He is the proud sponsor 
of several key pieces of legislation that 
Gov. Scott signed into law...including an 
expansion of the Everglades Forever Act, 
which will complete Everglades restora-
tion in the area south of Lake Okeechobee. 
And, “Legacy Florida” legislation, which 
will permanently fund restoration of the 
“greater” Everglades,” Hamel said. 

Photos provided by Ron O’Connor, Farm Credit.
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Beverage sponsors 
Agro Source, Inc.
Everglades Harvesting  
  & Hauling, Inc.
Florida Grove Hedgers
G.P. Solutions, LLC
Helena Chemical Company
KeyPlex
Steele Truck Center, Inc.
orange Juice sponsor
Tropicana
Hospitality sponsors
Helena Chemical Co.
Syngenta Crop Protection
luncheon sponsor
The Andersons, Inc.

individual Cooler sponsor
Farm Credit of Florida
Koozie sponsor
Syngenta Crop Protection
Hat sponsor
Bayer CropScience
Photography sponsor
Stallings Crop Insurance
Hole in one sponsor
Florida Coast Equipment
Closest to the Pin sponsor
Everglades Farm Equipment
Gulf Citrus Growers Association
Most accurate drive sponsor
Valent USA Corporation

longest Putt sponsor
Insurance Office of America
longest drive sponsors
Car Two 
Heller Bros.
raffle Prize sponsors
Creel Tractor Company
On Point Ag
Wallace International Trucks
Wellmark International 
Wheeler Brothers, Inc.
tee / Green sponsors
Aglime Sales, Inc.
Chemical Containers, Inc.
Contract Citrus Care, Inc.
Creel Tractor Company
Culligan Water
Cutrale Citrus Juices USA, Inc.

Duda Ranches
Everglades Farm Equipment
First Bank
Gowan Company
G.P. Solutions, LLC
JBT FoodTech
Lykes Insurance
On Point Ag
Peace River Citrus Products
Prudential Ag Investments
RWA, Inc.
Southern Gardens Citrus
Stallings Crop Insurance
Triangle Chemical
Wallace International Trucks
Wellmark International
Wheeler Brothers, Inc.
Yara North America, Inc.

The Gulf Citrus Growers Association hosted the 20th Annual 
“Gulf Classic” May 6, 2016 at Verandah Country Club. Twenty-
eight (28) teams competed in this year’s tournament, reflecting 
continuous industry-wide support of this GCGA event.

The “Gulf Classic,” coordinated and directed through the  
association’s Associate Member Committee, is one of key 
“special events” which financially supports the organization’s 
community and governmental relations programs in the region.

“Our association is truly thankful for the continual sponsor-
ship and volunteer support of the “Gulf Classic” by both grower 
and associate members,” said Ron Hamel, GCGA executive 
vice president. “The Associate Committee is to be commended, 
once again for putting on a first class event,” he added.

The 2016 “Gulf Classic” Tournament Committee 
included James Holland, Northwestern Mutual; 
Chairman; Cathy Atchley, On Point Ag, Inc.; Jeff 
Campbell, Campbell Insurance; Julie Forrest, 
Stallings Crop Insurance, Corp.; Gary Grant, Farm 
Credit of Florida; Cody Hoffman, Syngenta Crop 
Protection; Stacey Howell, Bayer CropScience; 
Stacy McCullough, Rabo AgriFinance; Sarah 
Markle, Valent USA Corporation; Alison Pool, 
Insurance Office of America (IOA); Bernadette 
Rashford, GCGA; and Wade Timpner, Southern 
Gardens Citrus.

This year’s “Gulf Classic” featured a $1,000 cash 
prize drawing for registered golfers, a 50-50 putting 
contest, individual “special hole” prizes and team “awards” for the lowest gross score, 
lowest net score and blind draw.

The team with the “lowest net” score was sponsored by Arcadia Citrus Enterprises and 
included Jim Gravley, Tyler Pugh, Bo Bartholomew and Blake Bartholomew.

This year’s team with the “lowest gross” score was from Wedgworth’s, Inc. and  
included Shawn Barley, Jim Belflower, Gary Williams and Jay Belflower. 

Winners of the individual awards were: Most Accurate Drive, Brian Creel; Longest 
Drive, Jason Peacock and Paul Boudreaux; Longest Putt, Bob Barber; and Closest 
to the Pin, Jim Belflower and Tim Curry. Paul Boudreaux and Bryan Beer won the 
putting contest, collecting $95 each and were also given a cooler tote donated by Rabo 
AgriFinance. 

John Williams of RWA, Inc. was the lucky winner to the “Gulf Classic’s” $1,000 cash 
prize for participating golfers. John donated $250 of his $1,000 back to the association. 
James Holland, Associate Committee Chair, presented the “big bucks” to John.

Team with “Lowest Net” was sponsored by 
Arcadia Citrus Enterprises

Team with “Lowest Gross” sponsored by Wedgworth’s, Inc.

John Williams of RWA, Inc. 
Wins $1,0000 Cash Prize!
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Oak Hammock Grove and Silver Strand III
Represented by Forest Taylor and John Hoffman

Wheeler Farms
Represented by David Wheeler and Mark Wheeler

The Gulf Citrus Growers Association 
honored six “grower members” who 
have joined and supported the organiza-
tion for 25 years. The citrus growers and 
their companies were recognized at the 
association’s 30th annual meeting held 
on June 1st in Ft. Myers.

Each of the “grower members” were 
presented a commemorative citrus grove 
print created by the late artist Bill North 
in recognition of GCGA’s 25-year An-
niversary in June 2011.

The association deeply appreciates the 
many years of interest and support pro-

vided by these citrus growers and/or their 
companies who joined GCGA in 1991. 
Association President Wayne Simmons 
and Executive Vice President Ron Hamel 
presented the citrus grove prints.

Recognized but absent were Terry 
Sparks and Tri-Britton, Inc. 

LaBelle Fruit Company
Represented by Wayne Simons

16th annual GCGa scholarship Foundation Meeting Held
GCGA Scholarship Foundation 

President Callie Walker presided over 
the 16th Annual Meeting of the not-for-
profit organization held in conjunction 
with the association’s 30th anniversary 
session.

President Walker reported that dur-
ing the 2015-2016 year, the foundation 
awarded $4,500 in scholarships to four 
deserving students. Students receiving 
scholarships during the year included, 
Jarad Plair; Andrew McAvoy; Danielle 
Sprague and Iman Zekri. In addition the 
foundation continues to provide an an-
nual scholarship through the SW Flor-
ida Hispanic Chamber of Commerce, 
and Luis Enrique Silva received this 
year’s award. She reported that since 
the scholarship program began $93,000 

has been awarded to students enrolled in 
citrus/agriculture and related programs.

At its fall board meeting, the founda-
tion re-elected Callie Walker, president; 
John Hoffman, vice president, and Joe 
English, secretary-treasurer. Norm Todd 
and David Wheeler also serve on the 
foundation’s board of directors.

Scholarships for the fall semester 
were also awarded during the recent 
board meeting. Recipients were: Dani-
elle Sprague; David Wheeler, Jr. and 
Iman Zekri. 

Membership in the GCGA Scholar-
ship Foundation, as well as contribu-
tions are welcome throughout the year. 
Please contact the GCGA office for 
information.
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GCGa Celebrates 30th anniversary
continued from page two
30-years are invaluable in spreading the  
citrus/AG message throughout the region. 
We have to be ‘at the table’ for our messages 
to be heard. And, we need to build upon 
those relationships that we’ve established 
in order to keep our ‘voice’ in this rapidly  
urbanizing part of Florida. We are adding 
new and younger leaders to GCGA’s board, 
and we’ll be challenging them to ‘step up’ 
and help educate our urban neighbors about 
our industry and its importance and rele-
vance,” Simmons said. Following his review 
of the key issues impacting “Gulf” growers, 
Simmons thanked the board, the staff and the 
association’s members for all the support he 
received during his extended tenure as presi-
dent. “These efforts have been invaluable in 
making our organization very special, and 
very successful,” said Simmons.

GCGA Treasurer Aaron Troyer presented 
the ‘financial statement’ as prepared by Boy, 
Miller, Kisker and Perry, CPAs, and noted 
that the leadership continues to make finan-
cial decisions necessary in efforts to remain 
viable and effective. 

Ron Hamel, GCGA’s executive vice presi-
dent, recognized four GCGA officers and 

board members for their leadership to the 
organization. Wayne Simmons was thanked 
for serving five terms as GCGA president; 
Paul Meador was recognized for his service 
on the board and as vice-president; Sam 
Jones was recognized for his service as a 
board member; and Bryan Paul was thanked 
for his service on the board and his years of 
support.

The association recognized six “25-Year 
Grower Members” for their continual sup-
port of the organization. GCGA’s “10” and 
“20” Year Associate Members were also 
recognized for supporting the organization. 
Wade Timpner was thanked for his service 
as GCGA’s 2015-2016 Associate Member 
Committee chairman.

Dr. Calvin Arnold, Director of the UF/
IFAS Southwest Florida Research and 
Education Center (SWFREC) presented an 
historic overview of the facility, as well as 
updated attendees on the current efforts to 
revitalize the center to support the expansion 
and sustainability of agriculture in region. Dr. 
Arnold also introduced several of the newly 
hired SWFREC faculty staff members who 
were present.

Paul Meador (left) recognized

Wade timpner (right) “thanked”


