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See more Gala highlights on pages 4 and 5

18th GCGa “Country Gala” Keeps tradition
The 18th annual Gulf Citrus Growers Association 

“Country GALA” kept its traditional flavors of festive spir-
its and fabulous food, including those fantastic plate-sized 
ribeye steaks cooked to perfection by the Hendry County 
Cattlemen’s Association!

Held the evening of April 14th at the LaBelle Civic  
Center, this year’s GALA continued to bring together 
its traditional mix of “city” and “country” folks from 
throughout the region and state. A large gathering of over 
300 enjoyed a fun-filled evening of fellowship, friendship, 
and entertainment.

Since 2000, GCGA’s “Country GALA” has grown to 
become the association’s number one fundraising event. 
Funds raised at the GALA and other events support 
GCGA’s community and governmental relations outreach 
programs. These funds continue to be “invested” through-
out the Southwest Florida region, and include everything 
from providing orange juice/citrus for a variety of events…
to providing scholarships…to supporting an array of civic 
and business organizations. GCGA continues to “give 
back” to the surrounding communities.

Eighty-three (83) sponsors supported this year’s “Coun-
try GALA”! Thirteen of our sponsors were at the Platinum 
Level ($1000); 26 at the Gold Level ($500) and 44 at the 
Silver Level ($250). 

“This level of sponsorship reflects the commitment of 
our ‘grower’ and ‘associate’ members to our association,” 

said Ron Hamel, GCGA’s executive vice president. “This 
level of support is particularly noteworthy as our citrus 
industry has been financially challenged by ‘greening’ 
and the impacts of Hurricane Irma,” he added. “We are  
certainly most grateful for our sponsors who have sup-
ported this event for 18 years.”

“We are also exceptionally pleased with the level of 
community support we receive from the region’s ‘first-
class’ resorts and restaurants, which donate auction and 
raffle packages for the ‘GALA’,” said Hamel. “This sup-
port is indicative of the ‘urban-oriented’ businesses in our 
region that recognize the economic significance that the 
‘Gulf’ citrus industry and all of agriculture contributes to 
Southwest Florida.”

The Gulf Citrus Growers Association would like to  
express “special thanks” to our partners, the Hendry 
County Cattlemen’s Association! This association has  
traditionally been cooking their tantalizing ribeye steaks 
for 18 years, and the GCGA “Country GALA”, would not 
be as successful without the “Cattlemen’s” support! 

Please review the complete listing of our sponsors and 
supporters on page five.
Plans are already underway for the 19th Annual 
“Country GALA” scheduled for April 6, 2019! 
Please put this date on your calendar!
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Be careful what you ask for! I remember 
thinking last summer that I looked for-
ward to the day when our industry discus-
sion wasn’t dominated by huanglongbing 
(HLB), commonly called citrus greening. 
And then Irma happened. Our discourse 
has certainly changed…regrettably not in 
the way I’d hoped!

Hurricane Irma had devastating impact 
across all the state’s citrus growing regions. 
And while the impacts went far beyond cit-
rus, it was certainly “the third” of a triple-
punch following the prior year’s produc-
tion impacts from Post Bloom Fruit Drop 
(PFD) on our already HLB-weakened 
citrus groves. It’s hard to believe we’ll have 
an orange crop that is less than 50 million 
boxes this 2017-2018 season.

However, I do believe there’s reason to 
hope, even beyond a farmer’s typically 
unreasonable optimism! Our Florida Con-
gressional delegation in DC came through 
on two fronts that will provide some ability 
for recovery. First, in December, in Presi-
dent Trump’s tax reform legislation, citrus 
growers received a significant tax incen-
tive for replanting – giving us the ability to 
take bonus depreciation for the cost of trees 
replanted at 100%, in the year placed into 
service. (Check with your tax advisor to see 
how to take advantage of this provision).

Secondly, of course, is the $2.36 bil-
lion in federal disaster relief for America’s 
agricultural production operations that 
suffered damage from several disasters, 
including Irma. Nearly $500 million has 
recently been identified for the Florida  
citrus industry. US Secretary of Agricul-
ture Sonny Perdue’s recent announcement 
that the USDA is moving quickly (well, 

relative to most federal bureaucracies!) to 
set up the local Farm Service Agency of-
fices to assist growers in acquiring this  
federal funding…was very welcome news! 
Almost all of us have had impacts, and it’s 
difficult to reinvest in the health of our trees 
while losing revenue. I’m hopeful that this 
federal relief will provide our industry with 

The Gulf Citrus Growers Association 
board of directors has scheduled the 32nd 
Annual Meeting of the grower organization 
for Wednesday, June 6, 2018. The annual 
business meeting, followed by the 32nd  
annual luncheon, will be held at the Veran-
dah Country Club in Ft. Myers.

The annual “business session” will begin 
at 10:30 a.m. and feature updates from the 
association’s leaders and include highlights 
of GCGA’s activities over the past year.

Association members will receive invi-
tation letters to the 32nd Annual Meeting, 
along with RSVP cards for the luncheon.

There is no charge for the luncheon, 
but members must register by RSVP 
card, or by calling the GCGA office at 
(239) 690-0281 by May 31st. 

32nd GCGa annual Meeting Scheduled
The 2018-2019 board of directors and  

officers will be “officially” seated at the 
32nd Annual Meeting, and the association 
will recognize leaders and members for 
their support of the organization.

The GCGA board recently invited the 
three leading candidates for Florida’s next 
Commissioner of Agriculture to make  
presentations at this year’s session.

Scholarship Foundation  
annual Meeting 

The GCGA Scholarship Foundation 
will also hold its Annual Meeting on June 
6th in conjunction with GCGA’s 32nd An-
nual Meeting. The session will highlight 
the foundation’s scholarship awards, and  
include board elections.

ron Mahan
the needed resources to get it back on track 
to increase production.

Although Irma has dominated the stage, 
the HLB “challenge” remains. Research 
continues to provide results, from help-
ful tools such as anti-microbials to HLB-
resistant rootstocks and scion varieties. 
And recently, researchers have indicated 
that effective use of certain minors may 
have significant, positive results on HLB-
impacted trees. Progress also continues on 
long term projects incorporating biotech-
nologies that may provide much greater 
disease resistance.

Our Gulf Citrus Growers Association’s 
industry “CELEBRATION” at FGCU 
was an outstanding success due to the  
efforts of our executive director, Ron 
Hamel, and his very capable assistant, Ber-

nadette Rashford! Not only was this a huge 
venue change for us on the campus at Flor-
ida Gulf Coast University, but we were also 
honored to have U.S. Secretary of Agricul-
ture Sonny Perdue as keynote speaker. His 
timely visit to Florida’s citrus industry was 
most certainly helpful in USDA’s involve-
ment in the subsequent Irma issues. Many 
thanks to Congressman Tom Rooney for 
arranging that visit, as well as for his con-
tinual efforts to follow-up with Secretary 
Perdue regarding getting the federal dollars 
into the hands of Florida’s citrus growers!

Finally, while not unexpected, Ron 
Hamel has announced his retirement to 
begin later this year. Ron has served our as-
sociation, and in many respects all of south-
west Florida’s agriculture, for 30 years! 
GCGA has been very fortunate to have had 
an executive director who is as dedicated 
and hard-working as Ron. While I have 
known him for many years and have cer-
tainly seen the fruits of his efforts, the past 
two years have been eye-opening for me 
as I have had the opportunity to work with 
him “up-close” and see his exemplary char-
acter, strong work ethic, and grasp of our in-
dustry’s issues. Ron will be sorely missed! 



GCGa Schedules Elections for  2018-19 Board

2018-2019
directors’ Elections

Thursday, May 24th
Charlotte County (One director) 
8:30 a.m. GCGA Offices 
Ft. Myers
Hendry County (Five directors) 
11:30 a.m. Southern Heritage Office  
LaBelle
Friday, May 25th
Glades County (One director) 
9:00 a.m. GCGA Offices 
Ft. Myers
lee County (One director) 
9:15 a.m. GCGA Offices 
Ft. Myers
Collier County (Three directors) 
11:00 a.m. GCGA Offices 
Ft. Myers
Thursday, May 31st
At Large Ballots Due (Two directors)
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Florida’s Gulf Citrus
Production region
The Gulf Citrus Growers Association represents 
thousands of acres of citrus groves in Southwest 
Florida’s “Gulf” region, which is officially 
designated as a production region in state statutes. 
The region accounts for over 25% of Florida’s total 
citrus fruit production, and generates nearly $1-billion 
of total economic impact!

lee County
Aaron Troyer
Troyer Brothers, Inc.

Collier County
Tom Kirschner
Cooperative Producers, Inc
Ron Mahan
Tamiami Citrus, LP
Bob Newsome
Barron Collier Partnership

GCGa 2017-2018 Board of directors
Hendry County
Rob Atchley 
A. Duda & Sons, Inc.
Joe Hilliard II 
Hilliard Brothers  
of Florida, LTD
Lee Jones 
Gardinier Florida Citrus
Wayne Simmons 
LaBelle Fruit Co. LLC
Danny Sutton 
Alico, Inc.

Glades County
David Wheeler
Wheeler Farms, Inc.
at-large 
Dale Johnson 
JEBCO Citrus
Julie Paul Obney 
John R. Paul, Jr. 
Family Partnership
Dan Pool, Jr. 
Custom Citrus Care

Charlotte Glades

Lee

Collier

Fort
Myers

Clewiston

Immokalee

LaBelle

Hendry

2017-2018 Gulf Citrus Growers association Board of directors
Standing, l to r: Dale Johnson; Joe Hilliard II; Wayne Simmons and Ron Hamel. Seated, l to r: Rob Atchley; Ron Mahan and Danny Sutton. 
Absent from photograph: Lee Jones; Tom Kirschner; Bob Newsome; Julie Paul Obney; Dan Pool, Jr.; Aaron Troyer and David Wheeler.

The Gulf Citrus Growers Association’s 
board of directors has scheduled its series 
of “annual meetings” and “board elec-
tions” for grower representatives to serve 
on the 2018-19 association board. The 
board recently announced that this year’s 
meetings will be held May 24th and 25th 
as governed by GCGA’s by-laws.

Wayne Simmons, GCGA Secretary 
and Chairman of the Nominating Com-

mittee, noted that each of the counties in 
GCGA’s five-county service area is entitled 
to at least one director. GCGA’s 2018-19 
directors will be elected by growers at each 
county’s annual meeting. In addition, Sim-
mons reported that the association amend-
ed the by-laws two years ago to reflect 
new technology which makes it easier for 
growers to participate in the annual county 
meetings including the elections. Growers 

can now participate by “conference call” 
and/or in person.

In addition to “county-specific” direc-
tors, growers will also elect two (2) “At 
Large” directors. 

GCGA grower members are urged to 
monitor their mail and e-mail for infor-
mation and ballots to participate.
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18th GCGa “Country Gala” Keeps tradition
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 Platinum Sponsors
Alico, Inc. F Barron Collier Partnership F Chemical Dynamics F Consolidated Citrus LP

Duda F Farm Credit of Florida F First Bank F Sam Galloway Ford 

Hilliard Brothers of Florida LTD F LCEC F Old Florida Citrus, LLC 

Jack Paul Properties, Inc. F Southern Gardens Citrus
Gold Sponsors

Agricultural Risk Management LLC F American Ag Products F Ben Hill Griffin Inc. 
Chamber of Southwest Florida F Cooperative Producers, Inc. F Cutrale Citrus Juices USA, Inc. 

Direct Industrial Products & Machining F Everglades Equipment Group 

Florida Citrus Mutual F Florida’s Natural Growers F Gardinier Florida Citrus 

G.P. Solutions, LLC F Heller Bros. F Lipman F Pacific Tomato Growers 

The Packers of Indian River, LTD F Peace River Citrus Products, Inc. 
Ranch One Cooperative, Inc. F Syngenta Crop Protection, Inc. F Timac Agro USA 

Triangle Chemical Company F TriEst Ag Group/TriEst Irrigation F Tropicana Products 

Wallace International Trucks Inc. F Wedgworth’s, Inc. F Woodyard & Associates, LLC
Silver Sponsors

Aglime Sales, Inc. F Arysta LifeScience F BASF Corporation F Bayer CropScience 

Brandt Consolidated, Inc. F Central Life Sciences F Chemical Containers, Inc.  
Custom Citrus Care, Inc. F D&K Harvesting, Inc. F Dundee Citrus Growers Association 
English Brothers F Fletcher Flying Service, Inc. F FMC Corporation F GOWAN USA 

Graves Brothers Company F H2A Complete II, Inc. F Hansen Groves F Harrell’s Fertilizer 
Howell Oil Co., Inc. F  Insurance Office of America F JEBCO Groves F JB Ranch I, LLC 
JBT F Johnson Engineering, Inc. F Johnson Prewitt & Associates F Land Solutions, Inc. 

Live Oak Analytics, LLC F MacVicar Consulting, Inc. F Magna-Bon II, LLC 

Nextran Truck Centers fka Steele Truck Center F Nichino America, Inc. F Nufarm Americas 
Oakley Groves, Inc. F ProPlus Products, Inc. *Prudential Ag Investments F Rabo-AgriFinance 

Southern Heritage Real Estate F Southwest Florida Hispanic Chamber of Commerce 

Sun Country Citrus Hauling, Inc. F Thomas R Summersill, Inc. F Valent USA LLC 

Wheeler Farms, Inc. F Wiltshire, Whitley, Richardson & English, PA 
auction/raffle Sponsors & Contributions

George Austin F Barron Collier Companies F Brenda Eubanks Burnette 

Dandy / DUDA / Peace River Packing (Oranges) F Diamond R Fertilizer 
Everglades Equipment Group F First Bank F Florida Gulf Coast University 

Florida SouthWestern State College F FMC Corporation, Ed Early F Gardinier Florida Citrus 
Ron and Kathryn Hamel F Gulf Harbour Golf & Country Club  

Hendry County Cattlemen F Hilton, Naples F Hotel Indigo Fort Myers River District 
Hyatt Regency Coconut Point Resort & Spa F Inn on Fifth F Tim Lewis 

Morgan Stanley, Lakeland FL (Dick Johnson & Michael Tamney) 
Old Florida Citrus, Jim Gravley F Prawnbroker Restaurant F Bob Richardson 

Congressman Tom Rooney F Sanibel Harbour Marriott Resort & Spa F Shula’s Steak House 
Sun Harvest Citrus (Grapefruit) F The Breakers Palm Beach F The Hilton Naples 

Troyer Brothers (Potatoes) F Turtle Club Restaurant F ‘Tween Waters Inn 

Veranda Restaurant F The Verandah Club F Wilbur Smith Law Firm

SPRING 2018
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NEW Citrus BMP Manual Nears Completion

asian Citrus Psyllid and “Gulf” CHMa update
The good news is that psyllid popula-

tions are not as high as this time last year. 
The bad news is that the average count over 
10 Gulf CHMAS went up from 3.5 per 50 
taps in the February cycle (115) to 10.4 in 
the March cycle (116); please see chart. 
So what’s going on? The 2015-16 winter 
was one of the wettest on record, followed 
by one of the hottest in 2016-17. This year 
was dryer and about 2 degrees cooler than 
last winter, so less flush and fewer psyllids. 
Still, we have this overall upward trend 
since 2015 which also reflects psyllid man-
agement: i.e. fewer and less effective sprays. 
Fewer sprays are going out due to compet-
ing demands on budgets but also because 
many growers are not seeing the same 
control as in the past. The likely culprit is 
in insecticide resistance for which there is 
good evidence.
Causes of resistance

Insecticide resistance is the result of 
differential control of the more suscep-
tible individuals in a population, leaving 
the survivors to move their more resis-
tant genes to subsequent generations. 
Therefore, it follows that psyllids would  
become resistant most rapidly to the most 
frequently used insecticides; i.e. pyre-
throids, organo-phosphates and neonic-
otinoids. Reducing or suspending the use 
of a particular mode of action will usually 
cause the pest population to relapse into 
susceptibility. 
Statewide Monitoring 

The citrus entomology programs at  
IRREC, CREC and SWFREC are coop-
erating with funding from APHIS MAC 
to monitor psyllid susceptibility to three 
insecticides statewide: Danitol, dimethoate 

and imidacloprid, representing the three 
most commonly used modes of action.  
Although we just got started in SW Florida, 
the most notable result so far is moderate to 
high tolerance to imidacloprid everywhere 
we look. Psyllids from a small isolated plot 
of two-year-old trees at our Center receiv-
ing only soil applications of imidacloprid 
were 100 times more resistant to imidaclo-
prid than our susceptible reference colony! 
This result illustrated how quickly and 
locally resistance can develop to imidaclo-
prid in young tree blocks if not alternated 
with sprays of different modes of action 
Managing resistance 
to neonicotinoids

Given resistance problems being seen 

statewide, it has become necessary to  
reduce exposure of ACP populations to the 
most commonly used insecticides to pre-
vent or reverse resistance. Neonicotinoids 
used in young blocks should be rotated 
with other modes of action, and possibly 
applied as sprays, which reduces expo-
sure time compared to soil applications. 
A threshold-based (1 ACP/tap) rotation of  
selective insecticides is recommended dur-
ing the growing season for bearing trees, 
with pyrethroids and organophosphates  
applied just during winter or as border 
sprays. This program will provide refuge 
for beneficials and susceptible psyllids,  
reduce selection for resistance and open the 
door again for biological control. 

Data courtesy USDA-APHIS – FDACS-DPI CHRP.
See www.imok.ufl.edu/programs/entomology/chma/ for more information.

Dr. Phil Stansly, Entomologist
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During the past few months, Florida 
Department of Agriculture/Office of Agri-
cultural Water Policy staff has been work-
ing through its Citrus Steering Committee 
to update the Citrus Best Management 
Practices (BMP) Manual. The Citrus BMP 
Manual is being reformatted and revised to 
incorporate the set of three “core” BMPs. 
The revisions to the 2012 edition of the 
manual will also incorporate any needed 
updates to the BMPs based on sound 
science.

FDACS/OAWP environmental admin-
istrator Bill Bartnick, who is spearheading 
the effort, explains that the three “core” 

categories to be included in all Florida AG 
“reformatted” manuals will be 1) Nutrient 
Management; 2) Irrigation Manage-
ment and 3) Water Resource Protection. 

The Citrus Steering Committee, which 
includes representatives from GCGA, other 
“citrus” groups, and UF/IFAS staff, met 
March 7th in Sebring to review “line-by-
line” the various “best practices” to include 
in the revised Citrus BMP Manual.

Following the March 7th session, FDACS/ 
OAWP staff made changes as recommend-
ed by the steering committee. Then they 
recirculated the revised draft document. 
Bartnick recently reported that there have 

been no additional committee changes to 
the March 15th draft, and that the next step 
is to “field test” the revised manual. 

Following ‘field testing”, the steering 
committee will give its final approval and 
then the revised Citrus BMP Manual will 
go to rulemaking before it becomes the  
“official” document. 

FDACS/OAWP continues to urge 
growers to keep good records as to their 
operation(s) implementation of the prac-
tices identified in their initial NOIs. GCGA 
will continue to keep its members updated 
on the status of the revised Citrus BMP 
Manual. 
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GCGa, SWFrEC Host CrdF Board Meeting

In efforts to better communicate and 
coordinate with Florida’s citrus growers, 
the Citrus Research and Development 
Foundation (CRDF) has recently sched-
uled its board meetings throughout the 
state’s growing regions. At the request 
of the CRDF, the Gulf Citrus Growers  
Association and the UF/IFAS’ Southwest 
Florida Research and Education Center 
(SWFREC) co-hosted the foundation’s 
April 24th board meeting at the center in 
Immokalee.

Through joint efforts by GCGA and 
SWFREC, a large turnout of “Gulf” citrus 
growers and UF/IFAS research scientists 
participated in CRDF’s April 24th board 
meeting. The board’s agenda predomi-
nantly focused on the foundation’s updated 
research initiatives and protocols, as well 
as its priorities for its future efforts based 
on “grower” input. Detailed “research” 
and “commercial product” plan lists were 
highlighted by each chairman of the those 
respective committees. Newly named  
“interim” COO, Dr. John Arthington, was 
introduced and thanked “Gulf” growers for 
attending and participating in the session.

Citrus grower leaders including Joby 
Sherrod, chairman of GCGA’s Research 
and Production Committee and member 
of CRDF’s Research Management Com-
mittee, thanked the foundation board for 
including grower recommendations, based 

on the recent series of “input” sessions, into 
CRDF’s future research plans. 

Members of the UF/IFAS/SWFREC’s 
Citrus Advisory Council also participated 
in the CRDF’s “special session,” which  
followed the board meeting. 

CRDF President, Larry Black thanked 
the GCGA and SWFREC leadership for 
encouraging the large turnout of growers. 
He highlighted the foundation’s efforts 
to better communicate, in a timely man-

ner, with growers about its HLB research 
programs. He and CRDF board member, 
Rob Atchley, noted that the purpose of the 
foundation meeting in the various growing 
regions is to seek “grower” input into the 
foundation’s “research logistics.”

Several growers suggested that the 
CRDF staff and/or its contracted research-
ers provide timely releases of research 
highlights and findings that growers may 
find useful in their battle against HLB. 
Growers emphasized the critical impor-
tance of putting research findings to im-
mediate use in efforts to boost production. 

Under the CRDF’s Governance Com-
mittee, chairman Ricke Kress noted that 
more volunteer grower involvement is 
needed by the foundation as it continues to 
move forward to address HLB and other 
citrus pests and diseases. He suggested that 
as the battle against “greening” persists, 
new grower leaders are needed to keep the 
fight going.

CRDF President Black recognized 
Wayne Simmons for his years of service as 
a founding member of the foundation board 
and thanked him for his participation on 
several CRDF committees. 

Gulf citrus growers are encouraged to 
consider serving on the CRDF board or 
one of its operating committees. Inter-
ested growers should contact GCGA or the 
CRDF staffs.

rob atchley updates Growers
CRDF board member Rob Atchley explains the 
foundation’s recently adopted research plans at 
the April 24th board meeting in Immokalee.

Gulf Growers updated on CrdF Plans! a large contingent of “Gulf” citrus growers and SWFrEC staff 
participated in the CrdF’s board meeting and provided “input” on HlB research.

SPRING 2018
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Secretary Perdue announces Florida Citrus Hurricane aid
On May 1st, U.S. Secretary of Agricul-

ture Sonny Perdue announced the details 
on eligibility for a new U.S. Department of 
Agriculture (USDA) disaster relief initiative 
called the 2017 Wildfires and Hurricanes  
Indemnity Program (WHIP). The WHIP 
plan sets aside $125-million for Florida  
citrus damaged by Hurricane Irma.

In addition, Secretary Perdue announced 
a block grant program which will provide 

another $340-million to the State of Florida 
for Irma losses. The block grant funding will 
be targeted at citrus crop production losses, 
the cost of buying and planting replacement 
trees and rehabilitating groves, and reim-
bursement of crop insurance premiums for 
two years.

USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) 
will administer the federal WHIP dollars 
distribution, with grower applications being 

accepted around mid-July. Details regard-
ing the State of Florida’s Hurricane Irma 
block grant program are being coordinated 
through USDA, FDACS and the industry 
with the application process anticipated this 
fall. 

GCGA grower members are urged to pull 
together all their crop production and grove 
damage data needed for participating in both 
the WHIP and block grant programs. 

National leaders discuss Hurricane irma’s impact on Florida’s Citrus, agriculture
Left to right: Congressman Diaz-Balart, Commissioner Putnam, U.S. Agriculture Secretary Perdue, Senator Rubio and Congressman Rooney 
at September 18, 2017  Hurricane Irma “impact assessment” session in Hendry County.


