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SWFrEC dedication & Expansion Welcome aG News

it Was an “orange” & Blue ribbon Cutting Ceremony
Participating in the “official” dedication festivities are (L to R) Aaron Troyer, Rep. Ben Albritton, Sen. Dwight Bullard, 
Sen. Garrett Richter, UF President W. Kent Fuchs, UF/IFAS Senior Vice President Jack Payne, Rep. Matt Hudson, Dr. 
Calvin Arnold, Rep. Kathleen Passadomo and Rep. Matt Caldwell.

It truly was a day to celebrate and to bask in the warmth 
of the “great news”! The UF’s Institute of Food and Agri-
cultural Sciences, Southwest Florida Research and Edu-
cation Center in Immokalee was being “dedicated” and  
“expanded” to meet the growing needs of the citrus and 
AG industries of the region!

On January 5, 2016, key academic and legislative lead-
ers from throughout the “Sunshine State” joined regional 
agricultural and community leaders for the “SWFREC 
Building Dedication Ceremony,” marking the “official” 
revitalization of the facility and its faculty.

The dedication ceremony featured UF President W. 
Kent Fuchs, Dr. Jack Payne, senior vice president of UF/
IFAS and members of the SW Florida Legislative Delega-
tion, who were instrumental in securing state funding for 
the SWFREC’s 7,000-square-foot expansion and addi-
tional faculty positions.

Members of the Florida Legislature attending the 
dedication ceremony were Senators Dwight Bullard and 
Garrett Richter and Representatives Ben Albritton, Matt 
Hudson, Kathleen Passidomo and Matt Caldwell. Each 
elected-official offered their congratulations and support. 

“I am thrilled to join all of you today here in Immo-
kalee,” said UF President Fuchs. “Over the past year, 
I’ve heard a great deal about this center and its important 

work. I’ve made a personal commitment to be visible and 
engaged with the UF’s 13 IFAS research and education 
centers and 67 county extension offices in Florida,” Fuchs 
added. “IFAS researchers at this center have worked hand-
in-hand with growers to expand agricultural opportuni-
ties in this region since this center’s beginning nearly 30 
years ago. This partnership has been instrumental in many  
important advances,” said Fuchs. “It takes both vision and 
commitment to build a center this vital. I am grateful to the 
South Florida AG Council for its role in founding this cen-
ter and for its steady support since then. I applaud Charlie 
Edwards, Ben Hill Griffin III and Aaron Troyer...and so 
many others for their leadership and advocacy.”

“Today, we celebrate the doubling-down of our com-
mitment to Southwest Florida. More space, more exper-
tise and more collaboration with you, our partners,” said 
UF/IFAS’ Dr. Jack Payne. In acknowledging the efforts 
of the attending members of the Florida Legislature and 
South Florida AG Council, Dr. Payne said, “The invest-
ment these men and women secured is doubly powerful 
because it’s a sprint and a marathon. The new talent on its 
way to this center will accelerate discovery...and boy...time 
is of the essence for citrus right now. At the same time, 
the ribbon-cutting signals our long-term commitment to  



needed programs targeted at “greening.” 
Without their support efforts would have 
to be downsized as citrus growers can no 
longer fund research at the needed levels. 

We are also very appreciative of our 
Senators and Congressmen for supporting 
federal funding targeted at HLB. Adding 
Washington’s dollars to our state and grow-
er “investments” in research is proving to 
be beneficial to extending research efforts 
beyond our borders.

Although “the cure” for HLB has not 
been found, we are making strides in  
research enabling us to better deal with it. 

The Gulf Citrus Growers Association 
will be celebrating its 30th anniversary on 
June 1st! Because of our founding mem-
bers’ efforts, we have a great legacy to  
uphold. Your association has been actively 
engaged in meeting these challenging 
times. The GCGA leadership has been  
exploring many possibilities of consolidat-
ing our resources, as well as reviewing 
our financial position in order to remain a 

President’s Message
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Wayne Simmons

GCGa Schedules 30th annual Meeting
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The Gulf Citrus Growers Association’s 
board of directors has scheduled the organi-
zation’s 30th Annual Meeting for Wednes-
day, June 1, 2016. The annual business 
meeting, followed by the 30th annual  
luncheon will be held at the Verandah 
Country Club in Ft. Myers.

The annual “business session” will be-
gin at 10:30 a.m. and feature updates from 
the association’s leaders based on the is-
sues and activities that GCGA has focused 
on during the past year. Since this year’s  
annual meeting marks 30 years of the  
association’s efforts in support of the  
region’s citrus growers, plans also include 
some “nostalgic touches” to the session.

Association members will be receiv-
ing invitation letters to the 30th Annual 
Meeting, along with RSVP cards for the 
annual luncheon. There is no charge for the 
luncheon, but members must register by 

RSVP card, or by calling the GCGA office 
at (239) 690-0281 by May 27th.

The 2016-2017 GCGA board of directors 
and officers will be “officially” seated at 
the 30th Annual Meeting, and the associa-
tion will also recognize leaders and mem-
bers for their support of the organization.

This year’s keynote speaker will be Dr. 
Calvin E. Arnold, Center Director South-
west Florida Research and Education 
Center, UF/IFAS. Dr. Arnold will present 
a historical perspective of the SWFREC, 
and provide an informative and futuristic 
update on the progress being made at the 
Center.

The Gulf Citrus Growers Association’s 
Scholarship Foundation will also hold its 
annual meeting on June 1st in conjunc-
tion with GCGA’s 30th annual meeting. 
Reports from the foundation’s leaders will 
be presented.

As we transition into a more normal 
spring weather pattern, the events of an El 
Nino winter brings to mind the record rain-
fall in January. It was the wettest January 
on record with averages well over a foot! 
The average temperatures were warmer 
as well and together they made better tree 
conditions.

However, the combination of the two did 
not help growers facing disease pressures, 
nor did it equate to a better bloom. With 
the expanded and abundant rainfall, Post 
Bloom Fruit Drop (PFD) became another 
severe problem. Many growers sprayed up 
to three times in attempts to prevent PFD!

We also saw an increase in the psyllid 
counts this spring. No one knows the rea-
son for the uptick but, let’s blame it, too, on 
the El Nino!

The HLB war is still waging, and grow-
ers are trying to remain optimistic in spite 
of the many challenges. Florida Com-
missioner of Agriculture Adam Putnam 
recently issued a “Crisis Declaration” to 
the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA), which allows for the temporary use 
of three promising bactericides that have 
been identified as having beneficial effects 
on controlling “greening.” Although these 
materials will not “cure” the disease, we 
are hopeful that they will help in the battle. 

We are very thankful for the continued 
support of financial assistance that the 
Florida Legislature and Governor Scott 
provided for our industry’s fight against 
HLB. These leaders stepped up their finan-
cial support for research, as well as other 

viable “voice” in the “Gulf” region for an-
other 30 years. The relationships that have 
been cultivated and forged over 30 years 
have become invaluable in spreading the  
“agriculture message” in Southwest Flori-
da. We, as an industry, have to be “at the ta-
ble” for our messages to be heard. We have 
to maintain and build upon the relation-
ships that our leadership has established 
in order to keep our “voice” in the rapidly 
urbanizing Southwest Florida region!

As my presidency comes to an end, I 
would like to thank the board and entire 
association membership for allowing me 
to serve. It has been a great experience and 
I have many memories on which to reflect. 
I would also like to thank all the volun-
teer leaders who have given their time to 
support GCGA. These efforts have been  
invaluable in making our organization 
“special” as well as successful.

Last but not least...I would like to thank 
Ron and Bernadette for their tireless com-
mitment and for making GCGA the posi-
tive organization that it is! Ron, your efforts 
over the last 27 plus years is recognized 
by all leaders across Southwest Florida, as 
well as within all of Florida Agriculture. 
Thank You!



Elections for GCGa’s 2016-17 Board Members Scheduled

2016-2017
directors’ Elections

Thursday, May 19th
Charlotte County (One director) 
8:30 a.m. GCGA Offices 
Ft. Myers

Hendry County (Five directors) 
11:00 a.m. Southern Heritage Office  
LaBelle
Friday, May 20th
Glades County (One director) 
9:00 a.m. GCGA Offices 
Ft. Myers

lee County (One director) 
9:15 a.m. GCGA Offices; Ft. Myers
Collier County (Three directors) 
11:00 a.m. GCGA Offices 
Ft. Myers
Wednesday, May 25th
At Large Ballots Due (Two directors)
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2015-2016 Gulf Citrus Growers association Board of directors
Back, left to right: Mike Murphy, David Wheeler, Carey Soud, Danny Sutton and Ron Hamel.  Front, left to right: Wayne Simmons, Bob 
Newsome, Aaron Troyer, Paul Meador and Sam Jones. Absent from photograph: Joe Hilliard II, Ron Mahan and Bryan Paul.

Charlotte County
Vacant

Collier County
Paul Meador
Gulf Citrus Partners LP
Mike Murphy
Cooperative Producers, Inc.
Bob Newsome
Barron Collier Partnership

GCGa 2015-2016 Board of directors
Hendry County
Joe Hilliard II 
Hilliard Brothers  
of Florida, LTD
Sam Jones 
A. Duda & Sons, Inc.
Wayne Simmons 
LaBelle Fruit Co. LLC
Carey Soud 
Soud Family Partnership
Danny Sutton 
Alico, Inc.

Glades County
David Wheeler
Wheeler Farms, Inc.
lee County
Aaron Troyer
Troyer Brothers, Inc.
at-large 
Ron Mahan 
Tamiami Citrus, LP
Bryan Paul
Bryan Paul Citrus

Florida’s Gulf Citrus
Production region
The Gulf Citrus Growers Association represents 
thousands of acres of citrus groves in Southwest 
Florida’s “Gulf” region, which is officially 
designated as a production region in state statutes. 
The region accounts for over 25% of Florida’s total 
citrus fruit production, and generates nearly $1-billion 
of total economic impact!

Charlotte Glades

Lee

Collier

Fort
Myers

Clewiston

Immokalee

LaBelle

Hendry

board amended the association’s by-laws to 
reflect today’s technology making it easier 
for growers to participate in the county 
“annual meetings” and election process by 
conference call-in and/or in person. 

The details of the county “annual meet-
ings” and election process, including the 
schedules and logistical information for 
each of the five counties, along with the 
necessary participation forms and bal-
lots, will be sent to each GCGA “grower” 
member prior to the county meetings and 
elections. Based on the association’s cur-
rent “grower” membership, Charlotte, 
Glades and Lee counties will each elect 
one (1) director. Collier County will elect 
three (3) directors. Hendry will elect five 
(5) directors. 

GCGA grower members are urged to 
monitor their mail and e-mail for infor-
mation and ballots to participate in the 
process.

In addition to “county-specific” direc-
tors, growers will also elect two (2) “At 
Large” directors. Please also watch for 
ballots, which will be included in the elec-
tion mailings. The GCGA Nominating 
Committee and the board will recommend 
two growers to be elected as “At Large” 
directors. These growers’ names will be 
noted on the “At Large” ballots, which 
will also include space for any “write in” 
nominations. 

The board has set May 25, 2016 as the 
deadline for the “At Large” ballots to be 
received at the GCGA offices. 

The Gulf Citrus Growers Association’s 
board of directors has scheduled the annual 
series of county “annual meetings” and 
elections for citrus grower representatives 
to serve on the 2016-17 association board. 
The board reports that this year’s elec-
tions will be held on May 19th and 20th 
as governed by GCGA’s recently amended 
by-laws. 

Bob Newsome, GCGA Secretary and 
chairman of the association’s Nominating 
Committee, notes that each of the counties 
within the organization’s five-county ser-
vice area is entitled to at least one director. 
GCGA’s 2016-17 directors will be elected 
by grower members at each county’s “an-
nual meeting” as referenced in the associa-
tion’s by-laws. Earlier this year, the GCGA 
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GCGa’s 16th “Country Gala” Breaks record

Plans are already in the 
making for the 17th annual 
“Country Gala” scheduled 

for april 1st 2017!
No fooling! Ya’ll put that 
date on your calendar!

The 16th Gulf Citrus Growers Associa-
tion “Country GALA” broke last year’s re-
cord...in both sponsorships and attendance! 
This fun-filled annual event continues to 
be the association’s number one fundraiser 
and attracts a broad group of attendees 
from the “Gulf” region, as well as from 
throughout Florida.

Eighty-five (85) sponsors supported this 
year’s “Country GALA”! And nearly 400 
folks enjoyed the famous Hendry County 
Cattlemen’s Association sumptuous ribeye 
steaks, and all the tasty side dishes that 
goes with ’em. 

The 2016 “GALA” was held the evening 
of April 2nd at the LaBelle Civic Center, 
which was transformed into a festive venue, 
complete with fresh Florida citrus, and 
citrus-colored decorations. Sponsorship 

support included 18 at the Platinum level 
($1000), 21 at the Gold level ($500) and 46 
at the Silver level ($250)! (Please note our 
sponsors, supporters and contributors 
on page 5). 

Support from the “Country GALA” en-
ables the association to “in turn” strongly 
support its many community and gov-
ernmental outreach programs which are 
primarily focused within the Southwest 
Florida region. 

The association thanks the many volun-
teers who made the 16th “Country GALA” 
one of the best ever! 

 “This Gulf Citrus Growers Associa-
tion event continues to be supported by the 
region’s top resorts, restaurants and busi-
nesses. These local merchants provide 
‘first-class’ facilities and other fine prizes 

that boost our auction and raffle partici-
pation at the GALA,” says Ron Hamel, 
GCGA’s executive vice president. “This 
level of community support truly reflects 
the recognition that our region’s leaders 
and businesses have for our association 
and its mission here in Southwest Florida. 
They recognize the importance of the  
citrus industry and agriculture to our local 
economy. We are blessed with a high level 
of respect and support from the local com-
munity,” Hamel added. 



CouNtrY Gala SPoNSorS!
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ThankS!
Platinum Sponsors

Alico, Inc. F Banana Branch Harvesting, Inc. F Barron Collier Partnership F Consolidated Citrus, LP 
Cooperative Producers, Inc. F D&K Harvesting F Direct Industrial Products F Duda Ranches 

Everglades Farm Equipment Co., Inc. F Farm Credit of Florida F First Bank F Florida’s Natural Growers 
LCEC F Jack Paul Properties, Inc. F Plant Food Systems F Ranch One 

Sam Galloway Ford F Southern Gardens Citrus
Gold Sponsors

Agricultural Risk Management, LLC F American Ag Products Corporation F Ben Hill Griffin, Inc. 
Chamber of Southwest Florida F Cooperative Three, Inc. F Cutrale Citrus Juices USA, Inc. F DOW AgroSciences 

Gardinier Florida Citrus F G.P. Solutions, LLC F Gulf Harvesting, Inc. F Heller Bros. F Lipman 
Pacific Tomato Growers F Peace River Citrus Products, Inc. F The Andersons, Inc. 

The Packers of Indian River, LTD F Triangle Chemical Company F Tropicana Products, Inc.
Wallace International Trucks, Inc. F Wedgworth’s, Inc. F Woodyard & Associates Commercial/Agricultural Real Estate

Silver Sponsors
Aglime Sales, Inc. F Arcadia Citrus Enterprise, Inc. F Bayer CropScience F Brandt Consolidated, Inc. 

Chemical Containers, Inc. F Custom Citrus Care, Inc. F Diamond R Fertilizer F English Brothers Partnership 
Everglades Harvesting & Hauling, Inc. F Fletcher Flying Service, Inc. F Florida Citrus Mutual F FMC Corporation 

GHD F GOWAN USA F Graves Brothers Company F H2A Complete II, Inc. 
Howard Fertilizer & Chemical Company F Insurance Office of America F JB Ranch I, LLC F JBT FoodTech 

Johnson Engineering, Inc. F Johnson-Prewitt & Associates, Inc. F LaBelle Grove Management
      MacVicar Consulting, Inc. F Magna-Bon II, LLC F NuFarm Americas, Inc. F Oakley Groves, Inc.

ProPlus Products, Inc. F Prudential Agricultural Investments
Rabo AgriFinance F Rayburn Companies, Inc. F Southern Heritage Real Estate

Southwest Florida Hispanic Chamber F Stallings Crop Insurance Corp.
  Sun Country Citrus Hauling, Inc. F Sun Harvest Citrus F Syngenta Crop Protection, Inc.

Thomas R. Summersill F Timac Agro USA F Valent USA Corporation
  Wellmark International F Wells Fargo F Wheeler Farms, Inc. F Wilbur Smith Law Firm

Wiltshire, Whitley, Richardson & English, P.A. F Yara North America, Inc.
auction/raffle Sponsors & Contributors

George Austin F Jack Burges F Chico’s F College of Life Foundation, Inc.
Paul Cutshall F Dandy / Duda Ranches / Peace River Packing F Delray Plants

Everglades Farm Equipment F Everglades Seasoning (Seth Howard) F First Bank
Florida’s Natural Growers F Hendry County Cattlemen

Hotel Indigo Fort Myers Downtown River District F Hunt Bros./CPI
Hyatt Regency Coconut Point Resort F LaBelle Ranch Supply F Tim Lewis

Roland & Mary Ann Martin’s Marina
Morgan Stanley, Lakeland FL (Dick Johnson/Michael Tamney)

Captain Phillip O’Bannon
Park Shore Resort in Naples, SunStream Resort & Hotels Property

Press Printing F Prawnbroker Restaurant and Fish Market F Bob Richardson
Congressman Tom Rooney F Ruth’s Chris Steak House

Sanibel Harbour Marriott Resort & Spa F Seminole Casino Hotel Immokalee
Shula’s Steak House F The Breakers Palm Beach F The Firestone

The Hilton Naples F The Turtle Club Restaurant F The Veranda Restaurant
Tractor Supply (LaBelle Store) F Troyer Brothers F ’Tween Waters Inn

Wheeler Farms F Verandah Club & Golf Community 
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continued from page one

Pledging Support for the SWFrEC!
Top Row: Dr. Calvin Arnold welcomes “standing room only” crowd of attendees 
at the dedication ceremony. Center Row (l to r): Sen. Bullard, Rep. Hudson, Rep.  
Albritton, Rep. Caldwell.  Bottom Row (l to r): Rep. Passodomo, Sen. Richter and 
UF Pres. W. Kent Fuchs with Ben Hill Griffin III and Hugh English. Bottom Right: 
UF Pres. Fuchs with Ben Hill Griffin III, Rep. Matt Caldwell and Charlie Edwards. 

SWFrEC dedication & Expansion Welcome aG News

Immokalee and to Charlotte, Collier, 
Glades, Hendry and Lee counties,” he 
added.

 Dr. Calvin Arnold, who directed the 
center from 1985-1995, and who recently 
returned as director to guide its expansion 
welcomed the “standing room only” crowd 
of over 250. “We were delighted to have 
President Fuchs participate in the ceremo-
ny. Our stakeholders were very impressed 
with his level of interest and commitment 
during our per-ceremony meeting. The 
overflow crowd was indicative of the high 
level of enthusiasm about the SWFREC’s 
revitalization,” said Dr. Arnold. “Effec-
tive work by our SW Florida senators and  
representatives resulted in state funding to 

expand our current facilities by one-third,” 
he added. “Six new faculty positions are 
being filled with two already on board and 
a third starting in a few weeks,” he said.

South Florida AG Council chairman 
Aaron Troyer expressed thanks on behalf 
of the agricultural community of the South-
west Florida region, while noting that the 
process of enhancing the SWFREC and its 
work is an on-going effort.

“The Southwest Florida Research and 
Education Center is a model of how much 
positive good we can achieve with this  
vision, and I look forward to many years of 
continued partnership and fruitful collabo-
ration here in Immokalee and across the 
Sunshine State,” said UF President Fuchs.

Initially established in 1958 as a Uni-

versity of Florida “support facility,” the  
SWFREC was dedicated in 1986 as a 
UF/IFAS Center. Situated on 320 acres, 
the center serves growers, farmers and 
ranchers in the region. It supplies decision 
makers with specific knowledge to sus-
tain and enhance agricultural, human and 
natural resources through nationally and 
internationally recognized research, exten-
sion and teaching programs. SWFREC 
faculty members have expertise in seven  
disciplines: ag economics, citrus horti-
culture, entomology, plant pathology, soil 
and water science, vegetable horticulture 
and water resource engineering. GCGA 
is assisting the South Florida Ag Council 
in efforts to make the SWFREC one of 
Florida’s best centers!



“Gulf Citrus” Hosts Ft. Myers News-Press Publisher
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Ft. Myers News-Press Media Group 
President and Publisher Mike Jung recently 
“invested” a full day to tour “Gulf Citrus” 
groves and operations in efforts to gain a 
better understanding of the region’s citrus 
industry hosted by the Association.

As a newcomer to Southwest Florida, 
Jung replaced Mei-Mei Chan, who recently 
retired as publisher of the News-Press. He 
is quickly getting “up-to-speed” on the  
region’s issues and industries. Jung comes 
to the News-Press from stints at other 
Gannett owned publications including the 
Statesman, Idaho’s largest media company, 
and FLORIDA TODAY in Melbourne.

The day began at the GCGA offices 
where Jung was greeted by Wayne Sim-
mons, the association’s president; Hugh 
English, GCGA’s founding president; Gar-
rett Wallace of Alico, Inc., Chairman of 
GCGA’s Governmental Affairs Committee 
and Callie Walker, FDACS/DPI/Bureau 
Chief. The first session, led by Callie Walk-
er, focused on citrus pests and diseases, 
including “greening” and canker. She pro-
vided information on the impacts of the 
two diseases and how they have dramati-
cally reduced Florida’s production of citrus. 

English and Wallace discussed “water  
issues,” and how citrus growers and other 
agriculturalists are addressing both the 
quantity and quality concerns of the  
resource. They also provided an overview 
of the rigorous consumptive use and envi-
ronmental resource permitting processes 
which growers, farmers and ranchers 
must “navigate” in order to legally use the 
resources. In addition, they reviewed the 
FDACS’ “best management practices” 
(BMP) manual for citrus, and noted that 
each AG commodity has its own BMP 
manual. They also requested that News-
Press reporting on water and environmen-
tal issues be more “balanced,” and that 
reporters research “the facts.”

Next, Simmons hosted Jung at his Hen-
dry County grove. With the spring flush 
and bloom ever-present, Simmons deliv-
ered a “Citrus 101” message, highlighting 
the “basics” of citrus horticulture while 
also pointing out variety differences. While 
at Simmons’ grove, Callie Walker identi-
fied trees impacted by HLB, and answered 
Jung’s questions regarding the disease. 

Following the LaBelle stop, the “visit” 
proceeded to Southern Gardens Citrus 
near Clewiston, where Ricke Kress and 
Dan Casper provided an overview of their 
company and its operations. They also 
highlighted some of the Florida citrus  
industry’s challenges, including providing 

high-quality citrus and citrus products to 
the nation’s consumers. Following lunch, 
Denise Roth narrated a tour of the process-
ing facilities, pointing out in detail how 
oranges move from the fruit truck to the 
refrigerated storage tanks. She informed 
Jung that every part of the orange...from its 
oils to its peels...are utilized as by-products 
in addition to its juice!

From Southern Gardens the group trav-
eled to the Cooperative Producers, Inc. 
(CPI) groves near Felda. Jung was greeted 
there by Mike Murphy, Ward Dickinson 
and Paul Meador. Following Murphy’s 
overview of CPI’s operations at the co-
op’s headquarters, the “tour” headed to 
the groves to see “first-hand” the harvest-
ing operations. While Jung witnessed fruit 
pickers filling their 90-pound bags atop 

ladders, Meador and Dickinson explained 
the logistics of citrus fruit harvesting. 
They discussed the H-2A “guest worker” 
process, noting its complexities, as well as 
its expenses. They also shared details on  
employee wages and working conditions.

While at the CPI groves, Murphy also 
discussed “re-planting” and how his man-
agement team is addressing the impacts of 
the citrus “greening” disease. He expressed 
optimism, that through extensive research, 
the industry will continue to find better  
answers regarding HLB.

Following a full day, on March 14th at 
about 4:00 p.m., Jung departed “Gulf”  
citrus groves for the News-Press offices in 
Ft. Myers. On March 15th, GCGA received 
a note thanking GCGA and its leaders for 
hosting and educating him.

Clockwise from upper left: Garrett Wallace (left) explains Lake Okeechobee and  
Calooshatchee River water management issues. F Wayne Simmons (left) discusses 
how citrus is grown in the “Gulf” region. F FDACS/DPI Bureau Chief Callie Walker 
(center) updates News-Press publisher (left) on citrus “greening.” F CPI’s Mike Mur-
phy (right) explains the challenges that growers have in replanting citrus trees in the 
HLB era. F Ward Dickinson of CPI (left) and Paul Meador, GCGA’s Workforce 
Committee Chairman, (right) explain the complicated H-2A guest worker program 
and citrus harvesting logistics.
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Florida Citrus “lights-up” Edison Parade
The Florida Department of Citrus’ “gift fruit” semi recently rolled through the 

streets of Ft. Myers as an entry in the 2016 Edison Light Parade. The FDOC “teamed-
up” with GCGA, Sun Harvest Citrus and Wallace International Trucks to “light-up” 
the colorful, citrus-themed trailer to promote Florida’s fresh fruit!

The annual Edison Light Parade attracts an audience of thousands comprised of  
local residents as well as wintering “snowbirds”! 

Participating in the efforts to illuminate and enter the Florida Gift Fruit “rolling 
billboard” were: FDOC’s Amy Carpenter, Sun Harvest Citrus’ Dave Nicely, Wallace 
International Trucks’ Ken Wallace, Debra Gilkey, Eric Tilton, Webb Vaughn, Joe  
Aemisegeo and Ben Ford, and GCGA’s George Austin and Bernadette Rashford. 

GCGa Presents 2016 “Brilliant orange” awards!
Gulf Citrus Growers Association’s Ron Hamel (center) recognizes Hendry County’s 
outstanding “first year” teachers with “Brilliant Orange” Awards. The teachers are 
from left to right:  Aurea Perera; Maggie Solomonides; Darcel Kelly and Amy Perez.      

GCGa to Host uF President Fuchs
The 2016 GCGA “Citrus Celebration” scheduled 

Tuesday, August 16th will feature University of 
Florida President W. Kent Fuchs among other 
statewide leaders. This year’s event marks the 25th 
year that GCGA has hosted an industry-wide din-

ner in conjunction with 
Citrus EXPO. This year’s 
event will be held at Ft. My-
ers Harborside Event Cen-
ter. In efforts to “kick-off” 
the 25th Citrus EXPO, 
the GCGA event has been 
moved from Wednes-
day to Tuesday evening! 
Please note this change! 


