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“Gulf Citrus” CElEBratioN 2015!



orange juice the first choice of consumers. 
“It is encouraging to witness ‘replanting’ 

and ‘resetting’ citrus groves here in the 
region,” said Simmons. He added that these 

positive actions are nec-
essary to provide an ad-
equate supply of orange 
juice to bring more 
stable pricing back into 
the consumer demand 
equation. 

President Simmons 
also reported that the 

organization’s leadership is planning for 
the association’s future. “As GCGA tran-
sitions into the next 25 years, it will look 
different than it did in its first 25,” he noted.  

Gulf Citrus Growers association Elects 2015-2016 officers
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At its 29th annual meeting on June 3, 
2015, at the University of Florida, IFAS’ 
Southwest Florida Research and Educa-
tion Center (SWFREC) in Immokalee, the 
Gulf Citrus Growers Association (GCGA) 
elected its officers to serve the organization 
for the 2015-2016 seasonal year. Elected to 
lead the regional citrus association are the 
following:

President 
Wayne Simmons 
LaBelle Fruit Co., LLC
Vice President 
Paul Meador 
Gulf Citrus Partners, L.P.
Secretary 
Bob Newsome 
Barron Collier Partnership
Treasurer 
Aaron Troyer 
Troyer Brothers, Inc.

Wayne Simmons was re-elected president 
for the coming year. Simmons, president 

of LaBelle Fruit Co., LLC, owns citrus 
groves in Hendry, Collier and Hillsbor-
ough counties. He has over 30 years of 
experience in the citrus industry, and has 
served on the GCGA’s board of directors 
for several years. In addition to his leader-
ship at GCGA, Simmons currently serves 
on the Citrus Research and Development 
Foundation (CRDF) board of directors, and 
on several of the CRDF’s committees/sub-
committees. He also serves on the Farm 
Credit of Florida board of directors. Sim-

mons also served as president of the Florida 
Citrus Production Managers Association 
and the Hendry-Glades Farm Bureau. He 
is a graduate of the Hendry/Glades Leader-
ship Program.

The Gulf Citrus Growers Association 
represents citrus growers in Florida’s “Gulf” 
production region including Charlotte, 
Collier, Glades, Hendry and Lee counties. 
The region accounts for 25% of the state’s 
total citrus production, and generates nearly 
$1-billion of total economic impact.

Gulf Citrus Growers Association 2015-2016 Officers
Left to Right: Bob Newsome, Secretary; Aaron Troyer, Treasurer; Wayne Simmons, Presi-
dent; Paul Meador, Vice President.

GCGa Holds 29th annual Meeting

The Gulf Citrus Growers Association 
held its 29th Annual Meeting on June 3, 
2015, at the Southwest Florida Research 
and Education Center (SWFREC) in  
Immokalee, Florida. The session high-
lighted the association’s programs and 
initiatives for 2014-15, as well as projected 
its future efforts on behalf of the “Gulf” 
region’s citrus growers.

GCGA President Wayne Simmons 
noted the many challenges that “Gulf” 
growers are facing, and reported that the 
association’s leadership continues to be on 
the “frontlines” in assisting the region’s 
growers. Simmons cautioned that although 
the #1 challenge remains dealing with all 
aspects of HLB, growers must continue to 
remain committed to making “Florida”  

sarah Markle

continued on page eight

GCGa thanks luncheon sponsors: Citrus Expo 2015, Farm Credit, Plant 
Food systems, southern Gardens Citrus and syngenta Crop Protection!



2015-16 directors Elected by Gulf Citrus Growers association
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Committee Chairs 
appointed to serve 

for 2015-2016 season
GCGA President Wayne Simmons  
appointed the following leaders to 
chair the association’s operating 
committees for the coming year.

Please contact these volunteers 
for updates and information related 
to their respective committees.

associate Member 
James Holland

Governmental affairs 
Garrett Wallace
Work Force 
Paul Meador

long range Policy & Planning
George Austin

research and Production 
Tom Kirschner

tax 
Cliff Bowen

2015-2016 Gulf Citrus Growers association Board of directors
Back, left to right: Mike Murphy, David Wheeler, Carey Soud, Danny Sutton and Ron Hamel.  Front, left to right: Wayne Simmons, Bob 
Newsome, Aaron Troyer, Paul Meador and Sam Jones. Board members absent from photograph are: Joe Hilliard II, Ron Mahan and 
Bryan Paul.

Charlotte County
Vacant

Collier County
Paul Meador
Gulf Citrus Partner LP
Mike Murphy
Cooperative Producers, Inc.
Bob Newsome
Barron Collier Partnership

GCGa 2015-2016 Board of directors
Hendry County
Joe Hilliard II 
Hilliard Brothers  
of Florida, LTD
Sam Jones 
A. Duda & Sons, Inc.
Wayne Simmons 
LaBelle Fruit Co. LLC
Carey Soud 
Soud Family Partnership
Danny Sutton 
Alico, Inc.

Florida’s Gulf Citrus
Production region

Glades County
David Wheeler
Wheeler Farms, Inc.
lee County
Aaron Troyer
Troyer Brothers, Inc.
at-large 
Ron Mahan 
Tamiami Citrus, LP
Bryan Paul
Bryan Paul Citrus

The Gulf Citrus Growers Association represents 
thousands of acres of citrus groves in Southwest 
Florida’s “Gulf” region, which is officially 
designated as a production region in state statutes. 
The region accounts for over 25% of Florida’s total 
citrus fruit production, and generates nearly $1-billion 
of total economic impact!

Charlotte Glades

Lee

Collier

Fort
Myers

Clewiston

Immokalee

LaBelle

Hendry

At its 29th annual meeting on June 3, 
2015, at the University of Florida, IFAS’ 
Southwest Florida Research and Education 
Center (SWFREC) in Immokalee, the Gulf 
Citrus Growers Association “officially” 
seated its 2015-2016 board of directors for 
the coming season. The newly elected lead-
ership will direct the association as it works 
to represent the citrus growing industry in 

Southwest Florida’s “Gulf” region, includ-
ing Charlotte, Collier, Glades, Hendry and 
Lee counties.

 The “Gulf Citrus” board of directors and 
the respective counties that each member 
represents are listed below. Each director 
has been elected to serve a one-year term.

GCGA board members are volunteers 
and work on behalf of the “Gulf” region’s 

citrus industry. Please support these lead-
ers during the upcoming season. The as-
sociation’s board encourages suggestions 
to improve the organization’s service to its 
members. Our leadership also would like 
to invite interested members to participate 
on one of the association’s operating com-
mittees. Please contact the GCGA office to 
volunteer to serve on a committee.
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drs. stansly, tansey: dormant sprays Key to success
In preparation of the 2015-16 season, 

the Gulf Citrus Growers Association 
asked Drs. Phil Stansly and Jim Tansey, 
both from UF/IFAS’ SWFREC, to review 
the progress of the region’s Citrus Health 
Management Areas (CHMAs) relative 
to Asian citrus psyllid (ACP) population  
control based on several years of survey 
data in the 5-county region. GCGA also 
asked these scientists to make recom-
mendations as to how best to continue to 
reduce ACPs within groves and CHMAs in 
the “Gulf” region. Below, please find Dr. 
Stansly’s and Dr. Tansey’s evaluation of 
“Gulf” region’s CHMAs effectiveness 
and their recommendations for the com-
ing season.

“Results of analysis of the Gulf CHMAs 
since the beginning of the program and 
over the last year indicate the influence of 
the last 7-8 survey cycles. Although control 
has been better for the last three cycles 
(June-August 2015), things got away 
from us in almost all of the Gulf CHMAs,  
particularly in spring to early summer. 
These increased ACP counts drove the 
average for the region up to levels not seen 
since 2012,” they said. “Some sites saw 
sustained hotspots (>10 ACPs in 50 tap 
samples) for several consecutive cycles. 
Historically, the Gulf CHMAs ranked 
among the best in the State. We still see 
that Gulf CHMAs have maintained a 
steady decrease and still had significantly 
fewer ACPs than non-Gulf CHMAs and 
non-CHMAs, thanks in part to a sharp 
downturn in the most recent three cycles,” 
they added.

“Why were ACPs harder to control this 
year? The first suspect is always ‘weather.’ 
Rain drives flush and flush drives psyllids! 
Rainfall has been consistent all year, even 
during much of the dry season, confound-
ing our ability to control overwintering 
ACPs with our dormant sprays. This set us 
up for problems the rest of the year. There’s 
not much we can do about the weather, 
but we can try and make sure our dormant 
sprays stay effective. This means using the 
right material (pyrethroid or organo-phos-
phate) at the right time (after fall flush and 
prior to the first spring flush). Unexpected 
winter rains, especially if accompanied by 
warm weather...should be a signal to get a 
spray on as quickly as possible,” the scien-
tists recommend.

“The other concern is possible resistance 
to our most used insecticides, the pyre-
throids (Baythroid, Danitol or Mustang), 
organo-phosphates (chlorpyrifos, di-
methoate, Imidan), and the neonicotinoids 

(imidacloprid, thiamethoxam, Belay). Our  
recommendations are to not spray these 
first two modes of action more than twice, 
and preferably only once a year, and to  
reserve the neonicotinoids primarily for 
soil application to young trees,” they added. 

Drs. Stansly and Tansey also reported 
that they are working on a smart phone app 
to help growers plan their spray schedules 
and are looking for volunteers for beta test-
ing. They asked growers to let them know 
of any apparent spray failures so that they 
can assist in determining the cause, and 
also help in the solution.

 GCGA is working with UF/IFAS/
SWFREC scientists, Dr. Mongi Zekri, 
SW Florida’s multi-county citrus agent,  

Callie Walker and her staff at FDACS/
DPI’s Bureau of Pest Eradication & Con-
trol, and the CHMA “team captains” to 
redouble the region’s CHMA efforts for 
the coming season. A “team captain’s” 
meeting has been scheduled for October 
28th at the SWFREC in Immokalee. And, 
a “Gulf Citrus” Growers’ Meeting is 
planned for November 12th, also at the 
SWFREC. Information on both of these 
important sessions will be forthcoming!

 “The ‘dormant season’ is almost upon 
us. Let’s work together to get out at least 
two (2) good sprays; one in December, and 
the other in January. This is the best way to 
get off on the right foot for the 2016 sea-
son,” says Dr. Stansly.



5

Platinum
Farm Credit F Florida Department of Citrus F Southern Gardens Citrus 

Gold
Chemical Dynamics, Inc. F Consolidated Citrus, LP

Cutrale Citrus Juices USA, Inc. F DUDA F First Bank
Florida’s Natural Growers F Monsanto BioAg

Peace River Citrus Products, Inc. F Plant Food Systems
Syngenta Crop Protection F Triangle Chemical Company

silver
Aglime Sales, Inc. F Agricultural Risk Management, LLC

Bayer CropScience F BB Hobbs, Inc. F Ben Hill Griffin, Inc. / Griffin Fertilizer
Brandt Consolidated F Chemical Containers, Inc. F Crop Production Services

DuPont Crop Protection F Everglades Farm Equipment
Everglades Harvesting & Hauling, Inc.

Fletcher Flying Services, Inc. F Florida Grower Magazine
Florida Southwestern State College F Gowan Company F G.P. Solutions

Helena Chemical Company F JBT FoodTech F Magna Bon II, Inc. F Maxijet
Morgan Stanley F Oakley Groves, Inc. F Pacific Tomato Growers, Ltd.

Tamiami Citrus, LP. F The Andersons, Inc. F The Packers of Indian River, Ltd.
Tropicana Products, Inc. F Valent USA F Wedgworth’s, Inc.

Yara North America, Inc. F Zaxby’s Restaurant

“Gulf Citrus” industry Celebration sponsors

“Gulf Citrus” CElEBratioN 2015!

Promoted as “an evening of fellowship 
and festivity,” the 2015 “Gulf Citrus” 
CELEBRATION event held August 19th 
in conjunction with the Citrus EXPO was a 
well-attended success!

GCGA President Wayne Simmons  
welcomed attendees by encouraging them 
to enjoy the relaxed atmosphere of the 
event including the opportunities to so-
cialize and network with colleagues and 
friends in the citrus/agricultural industries.

One of the “special highlights” of the 
2nd Annual GCGA Citrus CELEBRA-
TION was Miss Florida Citrus Summer 
Foley’s resonating rendition of the National 
Anthem, which she performed magnifi-
cently to begin the evening.

Hendry County Commission Chairman 
Karson Turner, who served as master of 
ceremonies for the event, added his enthusi-
astic “cracker-country” humor throughout the 
evening’s festivities.

 The 300+ attendees included many civ-
ic, academic, political and industry leaders 
from the Southwest Florida region, as well 
as from throughout the “Sunshine State.”

 The Florida Department of Citrus/Flor-
ida Citrus Commission presented a visual 
overview of the agency’s “grower-funded” 
innovative marketing programs for Florida 
citrus and citrus products. Citrus Commis-
sion Chairman Marty McKenna introduced 
the program which was outlined by David 
Steele, FDOC’s director of public relations. 
Steele showcased many of the targeted 
“branding” efforts that the FDOC has initi-
ated to focus its marketing initiatives on 

“FLORIDA” orange juice and fresh citrus. 
He also discussed the department’s aggres-
sive proactive efforts to confront “nega-
tive” and “false” media messages aimed 
at orange juice and citrus products, which 
seemingly are appearing more often.

 Drawings for the two major raffle 
prizes were conducted as part of the “Citrus  
CELEBRATION” festivities. The raffles 

were conducted to help fund the asso-
ciation’s community relations initiatives 
in the region. Dan Casper of Southern 
Gardens Citrus was the winner of the 
half-day Osceola spring gobbler hunt 
courtesy of Barron Collier Partnership, 
while Mark Wheeler’s name was drawn 
for the limousine-transported dining eve-
ning for eight!



Team with “Lowest Gross” sponsored by KeyPlex.

Team with “Lowest Net” was sponsored  
by Bayer CropScience.

association Hosts 19th “Gulf Classic” at Verandah

2015 Gulf Classic tournament sponsors

Grandma’s Grove Team tied for “Lowest Gross.”

Beverage 
Everglades Harvesting  
  & Hauling, Inc.
G.P. Solutions, LLC
Helena Chemical Company
KeyPlex
orange Juice 
Tropicana
Hospitality
AgNet Media
Helena Chemical Co.
Port Consolidated
Syngenta Crop Protection
luncheon
Alico, Inc.
The Andersons, Inc.
individual Cooler
Farm Credit of Florida

Koozie
Syngenta Crop Protection
Visor
Bayer CropScience
Photography
Stallings Crop Insurance
Hole in one
Florida Coast Equipment
Closest to the PiN
Everglades Farm Equipment
Gulf Citrus Growers Association
Most accurate drive
Valent USA
longest Putt
Insurance Office of America

longest drive
Car Two 
Heller Bros.
raffle Prize
Agriphar Crop Solutions
Wallace International Trucks
Wheeler Brothers, Inc.
Wellmark International
tee / Green
Aglime Sales, Inc.
Campbell Insurance
Chemical Containers, Inc.
Creel Tractor Company
Contract Citrus Care
Culligan Water
Cutrale Citrus Juices USA, Inc.
DeSoto Auto Mall

Duda Ranches
Evans Properties
First Bank
Florida Citrus Mutual
Florida Grower Magazine
Gowan Company
JBT FoodTech
Oakley Groves
Peace River Citrus Products
Rabo AgriFinance
Stallings Crop Insurance
Stantec
Sun Country Citrus Hauling, 
Inc.
Triangle Chemical Company
Wallace International Trucks
Wheeler Brothers, Inc.
Yara North America, Inc.

The Gulf Citrus Growers Association hosted the 19th Annual “Gulf  
Classic” May 8, 2015, at Verandah Country Club. Twenty Eight (28) teams 
competed in this year’s tournament, reflecting continuous industry-wide  
support of this GCGA event.

The “Gulf Classic,” coordinated and directed through the association’s  
Associate Member Committee, is one of key “special events” which finan-
cially supports the organization’s community and governmental relations 
programs in the region.

“Our association is truly thankful for the continual sponsorship and volun-
teer support by both grower and associate members,” said Ron Hamel, GCGA 
executive vice president. “The Associate Committee is to be commended, 
once again for putting on a first class event,” he added.

The 2015 “Gulf Classic” Tournament Committee included Wade Timpner, 
Southern Gardens Citrus; Chairman; Cathy Atchley, On Point Ag, Inc.; Jeff 
Campbell, Campbell Insurance; Julie Forrest, Stallings Crop Insurance, 
Corp.; Gary Grant, Farm Credit of Florida; Cody Hoffman, Syngenta; 
James Holland, Northwestern Mutual; Stacey Howell, Bayer CropScience; 
Stacy McCullough, Rabo AgriFinance; Sarah Markle, Valent USA; Alison 
Pool, Insurance Office of America (IOA); and Bernadette Rashford, GCGA.

This year’s “Gulf Classic” featured a $1,000 cash prize drawing for reg-
istered golfers, a 50-50 putting contest, individual “special hole” prizes and 
team “awards” for the lowest gross score, lowest net score and blind draw.

The team with the “lowest net” score was sponsored by Bayer CropScience 
and included Stacey Howell, Doug Purvis, Brett Howell and Chris Karlson.

This year’s team with the “lowest gross” score was from KeyPlex and  
included Heath Prescott, Lee Shekels, Jerry Newlin and Grant Erickson.

The “blind draw” was awarded to the team that tied for the lowest gross 
score. This team was sponsored by Grandma’s Grove and included Wade 
Timpner, Nick Swartz, Marty Wilson and Jason Peacock. 

Winners of the individual awards were: Most Accurate Drive, Jason Pea-
cock; Longest Drive, Lee Shekels and Marty Wilson; Longest Putt, Carey 
Soud; and Closest to the Pin, Charlie Hurst and Clay Timpner. Six indi-
viduals (Trevor Troyer, Gary Rashford, Mike Schlechter, Lee Shekels, 
Grant Erickson and Tris Chapman) won the putting contest. Each winner 
was given a cooler tote donated by Rabo AgriFinance. The drawing, out of the 
six winners, to win the $255 was Tris Chapman.

Todd Shreffler of Creel Tractor was the lucky winner to the “Gulf Clas-
sic’s” $1,000 cash prize for participating golfers. Sarah Markle, Associate 
Committee Member, presented the “big bucks” at the luncheon. 
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todd shreffler of Creel tractor 
Wins $1000 Cash Prize!



GCGa scholarship Foundation Hosts annual Meeting

GCGa’s 25-Year Grower Members recognized
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Gardinier Citrus
Represented by Stephan Gardinier

K-Bob, Inc.
Represented by Felix and Melissa Sarabia

The Gulf Citrus Growers Association 
Scholarship Foundation held its 15th an-
nual meeting June 3, 2015 in conjunc-
tion with GCGA’s 29th annual meeting.

 President Callie Walker reported that 
for the 2014-2015 year, the foundation 
awarded $4000 in scholarships to five 
deserving students. She noted that since 
the program began, nearly $90,000 in 
scholarship funds have been “invested” 
in students pursuing college degrees 
which will benefit the region’s citrus/
agriculture industries.

“The ‘foundation’ is an important 
part of GCGA’s community outreach 
efforts with funding awarded through 
the Southwest Florida Hispanic Cham-
ber of Commerce’s, Florida Gulf Coast 
University’s and University of Florida’s 

scholarship programs,” said Walker.
During its fall board meeting, the 

foundation re-elected Callie Walker, 
president; John Hoffman, vice presi-
dent; and Joe English, secretary-trea-
surer. Norm Todd and David Wheeler 
also serve on the foundation’s board of 
directors.

Scholarships for the fall semester 
were recently awarded to Andrew 
McAvoy (University of Florida); Jarad 
Plair (Abraham Baldwin Agricultural 
College); Danielle Sprague (University 
of Florida-Master’s Program) and Iman 
Zekri (Florida Gulf Coast University).

 Membership in the scholarship foun-
dation, as well as contributions are wel-
come throughout the year. Please con-
tact the GCGA office for information.

The Gulf Citrus Growers Association 
recognized four citrus grower members 
who have supported the organization for 
25 years at a ceremony conducted as part 
of GCGA’s 29th annual meeting! 

These “grower members” were each 

presented commemorative citrus grove 
prints created by the late artist Bill 
North in recognition of GCGA’s 25-year 
anniversary.

The association appreciates the years 
of interest, support and leadership pro-

vided by these citrus-growing companies 
who joined GCGA in 1990. Association 
President Wayne Simmons and Vice 
President Paul Meador presented the 
citrus grove prints.

Dorlas Ranch
Represented by Dallas Townsend 

James English, English Brothers
Represented by Callie Walker



association Holds 29th annual Meeting in immokalee
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“However, GCGA will remain the ‘citrus 
voice’ on the key issues impacting SW 
Florida’s citrus growers, as well as address 
the ones that impact all agricultural produc-
ers in the region.” 

“I would like to thank all the ‘volunteer’ 
leaders who give their time and talents to 
make GCGA successful, and also thank the 
association’s board of directors for allowing 
me the honor to serve as President,” said 
Simmons.

The GCGA Treasurer’s Report reflected 
that the association remains financially 
strong, and that the leadership continues to 
make the financial decisions necessary to 
remain viable.

The association recognized five, “25-year 
Grower Members” for their continual sup-
port of the organization. It also recognized its 
“10-year” and “20-year” Associate Members 

for their support. Sarah Markle, 2013-14 
Chair of GCGA’s Associate Member Com-
mittee, was also recognized for her “out-
standing” leadership and support. (Photos 
included throughout newsletter).

Florida Citrus Mutual CEO Mike Sparks 
delivered the keynote address to GCGA’s 

continued from page two
members and guests. In his animated form, 
Sparks outlined what he described as a 
“four-legged chair” for the future success 
of Florida’s citrus growing industry! “The 
first leg is permanent funding for pest and 
disease research. Second, is the necessity to 
plant 20-million citrus trees within the next 
10 years. The third leg is the need to firm 
up grower returns, especially in the face 
of higher than ever production costs. And 
the fourth leg is securing an adequate labor 
force to harvest Florida’s future citrus crops,” 
Sparks explained.

After outlining the key “four-points” for 
the industry’s future, Sparks called upon all 
Florida citrus growers to get involved in the 
political process as an important component. 
“Politics is involved in every leg of the chair,” 
said Sparks. “These are not issues growers 
can solve alone,” he emphasized.

 Florida Citrus Mutual CEo Mike 
sparks delivers the keynote address.

Hendry County #1 in orange Production!
The Florida and National Agricultural Statistics Services recently announced the 2014-15 season citrus production figures reporting 
that Hendry County was Florida’s top “orange” producing county. Hendry County, with 15.26-million boxes, overtook Polk County’s 
15.24-million box orange production total.  Collier County, with 7.26-million boxes, ranked sixth!

Gulf Citrus appreciates the support of

The association does not endorse the  
goods or services promoted in this newsletter.


